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THE HOSPITAL OF ST. CROSS, 

HAMPSHIRE^ 

The HoipUal of St. Cro» is situated is a delightfol 
valley, at the distance of about one mile from the city of 
Winchester, from which place the footpath to St. Croif 
wiads aloog the margin of a pleasant rifer, which eolifeos 
a scene rendered beautifnl and pictoresqae by cottages 
and farms, that are interspersed in ewery direction. 
Drawing nearer to the ancient walls of St. Cross, the 
mind is imperceptibly diverted from the charms of oatare 
8Dd of rural life, to ruminate on the remains uf this 
once splendid Establishment, which retains more of the 
appearance of monastic order than is now to be found 
elsewhere in the liiogdom. It was founded by Henry 
de Bloi$, bishop of Winchester, in the year 1132t for 
the health of his own soul and the souls of the kings 
of England. The original institution was for the mainte* 
nance of thirteen poor men, so debilitated by age and 
iafirmities as to be unable to maintain themselves without 
charitable assistance: these men were to have continual 
habitation in the Hospital, and to be provided with 
proper clothing, and beds suitable to their infirmities; 
and also to have a daily allowance of good wlieaten 
bread, good small beer, three messes each for dinner, 
and one for supper : but in case any one of these sliouUt 
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THB HOSPITAL OF 8T« CROSS. 

happen to recover a sufficient degree of strength, so aS to 
be judged able ib mlBSiitaki hfaa^l; he sbotfM b)e respect- 
fully discharged, and another admitted into his place. 
Besides these thirteen ^h&r httihYttt^ one hundred other 
poor, of modest behaviour, and the most indigent that 
toUld be tbuhd, should be received daily at dinner, and 
li^ve teach a loaf of common bread, one mebs, and a 
^TOpet allb^rance of b(<er, tvitti Ibave to c^arry aWh.y 
%iOi them whatever they did Yiot (f<Msiiihe on the spot. 

^he tbundi^r also directed othisr charirr^s tb be distri- 
buted among the poor in g;eheral, in such pi*oportion as 
the revenues of the Hospital shdhld be foubd able to 
^Ylbtr, the trbdle 6f which was to be applied to chari- 
table us^s. There wks aUo a roundation for a master, 
ii^fth the salary of from feVen to eight poinds annually, 
together With a'steward, fotfr chaplains, thirteen dlerks, 
atid -seveii choristers (the latter of Whom were kept kt 
Bthaol in the Hospital), besides servahts. 

The endowments of this Hospital were not altogether 
Herived from the founder^s olvn private fortune, but con- 
^Iste^priti'cipaUy in the donations of divers considerable 
ft€totVesbt\otig\tig to his diocese, or that were under his 
ptctroMge } the ^ater part 6{ which, though granted to 
thb Hospital by his e^icpress t^rnts of the charter of foun- 
dation, were, nevertheless, only fnade Subject to the pay- 
ment of certain annual petisio'ris, except the churches of 
Husborne, Whitchurch, Fareh^m, and Twyford^ with 
their chapels. 
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I'he MvenueB of the HosplUl fipptmt biy AH flM 
TBooid of .inqawitioD, to bftve Aoiainvted .origmUy ip 
£960 per imnumi in Wybeluun'fl (ime ihe^^ Mtre Mtdd b|r 
faiiD, io Jiis letters to tlie pope, to^ i^^pie t&9Q0^uirjt^ 
ntim,mid were.after«HAnb p rove<i,by.ooe of|the#te9r«r4i, 
coKinposany mhh that rbitbop, as vf^U mi to >Mv«r||l 
other persoos, io have .cxcesdni >(|ie ye<vly AipMint ^ 
#64(10: the^n^hole fpeefram all de4uciipii8 ortt^es^elthor 
to tiie pope or JUnf, as being: .eotir«ly appropi;iat«d.<^ 
tbe ase and benefit of tbepoor, ewept j£l i4 :.^ JHfirjm" 
mum^ wbich.icaB (bei«biatioii of tbe tnflyiter's porti.49|i» 

Tbe particttlar alKiwaoces %o tbe-poor, a^conliRg.to 
the above inquisition, were as CoUoi^ : eaqb of the tblr- 
teen secular brethren were allowed daily one loaf of 
^ood wheaten bread, of .five .nwrks .w«igbt (viz* three 
^NiuBds'fiMiroMBces), one^loo and a b/ilf pf good sroali 
l>eer: tbey had also .a pottage eallfd mor/rf/, i^ade of 
ni\}3LssaA.W4uUlhr9dy a. disk pf ^fiesli.or^h, as.tlic day 
-shonfal. require, and a pittance Cor their. dinger, likewise 
oae dish for their supper. The hundred casual poor were 
:£Bd io a hall appointed for this purpose, called from this 
circomstaDce — tHundrtd^m^nnes^halL 

Tbe coirtroUcrs and head administrators of this cha- 
rity were, by the appointment of De Blois^ the Religious 
Hospitallers of .St. Jobn of Jerusalem, whose peculiar 
institute was to take care of hospitals, aud who had a 
preceptory at .Baddesley, near Lymingtoo, in this county. 
But ^be succeeding bishop, Richard Toclyve, disaf rccin;; 
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TBB BOSPITAIi OF 8T. caOtS. 

with them concerniDg the admtBistration of the Hospital^ 
at the imtance of the lovereiga, Henry II. an<| upon cer- 
tain cooditioos a^eed upon between the parlies, they 
resigned their charge into the hands of the prelate and hit 
successors. Toclyve, being bent upon the improvement 
of this charity, provided that an additional hundred poor 
persons should be supported on it, besides those appointed 
by his predecessor. In the end, however, he seems to 
have built and founded an hospital of his own (St. Mary 
Magdalen) on the opposite side of the city. The insti- 
tution of St. Cross, havingbeen much ii|jured and diverted 
from its original purpose, by certain masters of it, in the 
fourteenth century, it was, with infinite pains, and many 
a tedious process, both in the spiritual and temporal 
courts, brought back to its original perfection by Wil- 
liam of Wykcham, who made use for this purpose of his 
able confident John de Campden, having appointed him 
to the mastership of it. In short, this establishment, as 
Lowth remarks, was put upon so good a footing by 
Wykeham and Campden, that the succeeding, bishop, 
cardinal Beaufort, being resolved to imitate the conduct 
of his predecessors, in making some permanent charitable 
foundation, chose rather to enlarge this ancient institution 
than to erect a new one. With this view he made an en- 
dowment for the maintenance of two more priests, thirty- 
five additional poor men, residents in the house, and of 
three women to attend upon such as were sick. The inten- 
tion of Beaufbrt was, that his charity should be applied 
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THB HOSPITAL OF ST« CEOSS. 

-chiefly to the relief of decayed geBtlemeBt and he ap- 
pointed that the Hospital, which he nearly rebnilty should 
be called the jilnu House of Noble Poverty, 

The present estaUishment of St. Cross is bnt the 
wreck of the two ancieAt institutions, having shared the 
fate of many other hospitals at the reformation. Instead 
of seventy residents, as well clergy as laity, who were 
here entirely supported, besides one hundred out-mem- 
bers, who daily received their meat and drinlc, the cha- 
rity consists at present but of ten residing brethren and 
three out-pensioners, exclusive of one chaplain and the 
master. The allowance to the inmates is one pound of 
meat per day, three quarts of good small beer, and five 
loaves of w beaten bread, each loaf weighing twenty- 
four ounces, besides certain additional allowances of 
meat and drink on particular days, and sixpence weekly. 
The out-pensionera have each a stipend of aflO per annum 
during life : the sura of S5«. is also distributed among 
the poor every year, being the remainder of the re- 
venue formerly appropriated to the feeding of the poor 
in the Hundred-mens-hall. There is besides at this lime 
a daily allowance to the porter, of a certain quantity of 
bread and beer, for the refreshment of poor travellers, 
who are entitled to a piece of white bread, and a cup of 
lieer on demand : this demand is frequently made by per- 
sons of different quality, for the sake of enjoying the pe- 
culiarity of the custom. 

This Hospi(«i] is entered on the north side through a 



m H0VprrA& or 9P« cffcrM*. 

kir^ litewarf tbit leadt into the flnt coifrt, wRliclli 19^ 
rudely 6ariTtd WMr gf'aii. Here, on tlie l^ft hand, }» SMn 
the Huodred-meiitf-lialiy being the refectory ift tfbich 
the bandred otit-bbbrderv need Uif be served vfiih their 
daily portion* High dp at the eafCero end of it, tlkrre 
appedrs to Imve been d wifldo^, by means of wbicll the 
isaiter was Mribled^ frdm aa apartfAent ctfnMinRfi^atiiig 
with ity ttf hnp^ct tbe b^bavlotir of this ilass of pettr 
mea. It h ahoiit forrty feet l6Tig^ and is iM# ttifte^ iafo 
a brew bouse. On the rfght band h A ^an^ of bitildingb, 
#h}cb censtttified the kiteheft> sculMfy, and o^b<*r oflte^s 
nieeseary for preparing food for to lutgt a family. In 
f^oM of m #d have, mi one sld^, tbtf back of the porter's 
lodge,on the other, the two north windows of the brethrea*» 
boll, and fn the temrt^ th« lofty and beautlftfl fow«r 
l^ised by the second fbimder Beaafort, whose sfatae, in 
bis cardinlirt hat and robes, appeals kneeling ii> an ele- 
gant niehe on tho npper part of ft. There are two other 
niches on the same level and of tbe game form. In the 
cornice, over tbe gates of this tow6r, we behold the car* 
dinars hat d»phkyed, together with the busts of his fattier^ 
John of Gaunt, df bis royal nephews H^nry IV. and 
Henry V. and of hi§' predecessor Wykebam. tn the 
spandrib, on eaeh side^ appear iht founder's arms, viz. 
Frante atnd Englaild quarterly. The centre base, in the 
groi6ing of the said gateway, h carved Into a curious 
cross, composed of leaves, and surrounded with a crown of 
^liOfflB. On thfe left band is the door of tbe porter's lodge. 
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Tbrongb th^ §^ifi ff Xh'vt to«ef ouijr lie «ecn tbo mrMi 
f4>rch 4if t||» cjiiprc^ | Xkls U ^teved bj|' hq aK^iy the ii||f 
fborUng yUUn of wbicb «^miear lo Ui^ve (^ife^ VAy* 
Ihwieli ^cQr4iiv tQ Pr. Mileer, from whcwe liiilarjf ef 
TiTi^lie^ler t^ pr e«sBt «ccoi|Dt af $i. C^ei* ift (iriiKfii^U^r 
eitr4^e4f it was origiii^Uy 40 cokPslrMClted. 

IK^e' 49V7 p^s inio tde «e^oii4 ^r priAPipM ecw^ct, 

where we beliold tbe cl^urch of Pe Bloia, ivhicll «4THiWf f 

a cowMerable w<ijr ipto t^e court, «m4 pre^nt* i^ 

hM9g 9 perfect parfiUelofirain. On the left hued pf 

tbe court, stretcbiQg from the qorth tranacept of thf 

clwrr-b to the porter's lodge, ig a long opeo portico 13$ 

feet iq leqgth, caUe4 i« ao^ieot timet ap Ambulatory, 

beiuf calculate^ for the exercjie qf the brethren ip b^f 

weather. This part of tbe fabric, with the cbanberv 

over it, bear proofs of the alterfitioDs t^at have been 

made in tbeip, both by (Uierbourqe, master of tbe Hojt- 

f ital ia the reigp of He^ry yil. and by Qooiptop, who | 

governed it in tbi|t of Charles II, $ s^ill, howeyer, it {a 1 

not improbable, that the sfibstance of t)ie building is psirt \ I 

of tbe original wor^c of the first founder, Pe 9lo|s, Tbe 

aforesaid chambers are (o this d^y called Tht N^niJ^oam99 

being the apartments which tbe three hospital sisters, 

who were appointed to attend the sick, occupied, as lilce* 

wise the inftrmary, where the §i{:|( bretfirf n themselves 

were lodgi^d duri;^ tbeir illness. At the e^( end of these 

apartments i^ M?ea a window coQino^nicfiting with th^; 

church, which being opened, the patients as they lay in 



THE HOSPITAL OF ST. CROSS. 

their beds, might attend to the services there going fof- 
ward. Looking upon the South front of the tower, from 
the inside of the court, we see a single niche, resembling 
those which are seen on the north side ; this was filled 
with a female statue of the Virgin Mary, until within the 
last fifty years, when it fell down, and was destroyed bj 
accident. Adjoining to the tower, on the west side, is 
the common ball or refectory, to which we ascend by 
a flight of stone steps. The windows are elegantly pro- 
portioned and moUioned, and have heretofore been en- 
tirely filled with painted glass, the remnants of which, 
and in particular the cardinal's arms and motto, still 
remain in most of them ; the roof is left open to the 
timbers, which are of Irish oak, and well disposed io 
the Gothic fashion. Next to ttte hall are the master's 
apartments! which are spacious and convenient. The 
windows of one of its galleries are ornamented with 
some curious specimens of ancient painted glass. The 
whole west wing consists of cells of the brethren, each 
one of whom has three small chambers' to himself and a 
separate garden, being the precise allotment of the Car- 
thusian monks. The south wing, having been long unte- 
nanted and out of repair, has been taken down within 
these few years. 

This court is ornamented with a neat grass plat, and 
planted in many places, particularly along the ambula- 
tory, with a diversity of shrubs and banks of flowers, 
which give it a roost pleasing appearance | aSbrding 
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tHE HOSPITAL OF §T. CB0'S9. 

a tborooghfare for the country people, it has a gate 
of egress near the west end of the chnreh; hence the 
path leads throagh meadows well planted with forest 
trees, and beautifully varied by the winding stream. The 
land being unincumbered with underwood, forms an agrees 
able and convenient pleasure-ground for the brethren, 
who are frequently seen in their crof>s-i repressed gowns 
wandering among the trees. - 

The church is regularly built, in the cathedral form, 
consisting of a nave and side aisles, 150 feet long: a 
transcept, which measures 120 feet; and a large square 
tower over the intersection* It is entirely the work of 
De Blois, except the front and upper story of the west 
end, which are of a later date, and seem to have been an 
- effort of that great encourager of the arts, William of 
Wykeham, to produce a style of architecture more ex« 
cellent, and better adapted to ecclesiastical purposes 
than what had hisherto been known. This style soon 
after made its appearance in a regular shape. The west 
door is an elegant specimen of the early pointed or Gothic 
style; it consists of a double arch with trefoil heads, and 
an open quatrefoil in the centre above them, forming all 
together one elegant pointed arch, which rests upon four 
slender columns, with neat plain capitals and bases. The 
arched moulding that rests upon the inward pillars, con- 
sisting of a cup of a flower inverted, in open carved work, 
is an appropriate ornament of the pointed order, being 
ditferent from every kind of Saxon moulding. We have 
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Uere mlio one of the firftt speclmeM of a canopy Of «r a 
poiDte4 arcb, wkich afterwards becaoie lo in^portaot a 
weobor of tbia style of arcbitectiire. Tb^ present ^an^^y 
it a plain weaiber mouldinji;, of tbe same aaglo wilb tbe 
arcb itscif, and rests, by way of corbels, on two floweni, 
inMoad of buoian Iteads, thougb an ornament of tbe 
latter kind is seen in the open space, just above tbe centre 
column. It may be looked upon as certain, that tbis 
oraaiQCiited portal is not coeval with tbe r^it of the lower 
part of tbe ebircb : and from its style, we may sa^sly 
l^roBQuace that it was altered to its present focm about 
thf beginolug of the thirteenth century. 

Tbe great west window is divided by Mmple roulUQas 
ifito five principal lights, tbe wheel above and other ia- 
termediate spaces being filled with ornamental trelell%> 
This appears to be one of tbe earlieiit specimeBft of a 
great west window, before transoms and ramified mvl* 
lions were introduced ; and therefore the western end (|f 
the church must have been altered to receive this and the 
door beneath it about tbe time above mentioned i tbe 
eastern extremity of the church being left (as it itill con- 
tinues) in its original state. There is a plain canopy, 
v^ithout any appearance of a pediment, over the arcb of 
this window, like that over the portal. The chief im- 
provement is, that it rests in the present instance on cprbel 
beads $ namely, those of a king and a bishop. The east 
end of the church is flanked at tbe upper part by two 
elegant towers, which terminate below in broad dat 
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wmm u^nfwt Alt' ow ss. cbosiw 

^ fc atMea is i io Um ccftire tifere it aootktr balmeftt of the 
iteief(Mn»: •• eack ikte ef thii^ are foat reaod-headc^ 
viaAiwsy, the two loner oamarc Maak, oa accooot ef Ibe 
high altar wbleb is baiH agalnM tbe* wkbia. Bateadioi; 
Mfr eitber side h a somU cbapel er aiilc» with a wiadow, 
eirmspoiidiag ki forii with these bcfete neatiencd. On 
the north tide of the thaaeel, dese te tbe iatersectioa ef 
the traasrept^ is a sAeH peialcd deer 9 this has the same 
voiddiDgs with tbe wiodewfri>o>ediately abo?e it,aod is 
ernanieDted like tbeai witb a prefadon ef ai^Bag, bearlag 
the most iodalntaMe aiarks of a siiattar age 1 the arch is 
supported by two massive colamos,witb capitals difiereot^y 
carved. Ranged aloog each side of tbe cbaocel, above the 
rftofsof the side chapels or aiiles, is a row of arches, whicb> 
viewed eztermlly, appear of the poiated form, bot seen- 
within the cbarch they are iatersectiog circotar archett 
every alternate head of wiiieh beiqg brokeo through the 
wan, leavesa regular raage of poiuted arches t this device- 
of interdecling circles probably made way for the iotro- 
dttctioB of the pointed arch. la tbe soulhern iranscept 
are pointed arches without tbe appearance of circular 
infersections, ornamented with zigzag and other Saxoa 
roouldtngs, and supported by Saxon pillars, illustrating 
the gradations by which tbe Saxon style was changed to 
the pointed or Gothic. At the junction of tbe chancel 
and the south transcept is a singular double arch ; that 
part of it which is connected with tbe chancel composes 
a complete circular arch, while that in the transcept. 



THB HOSPITAL OF ST. CROSS. 

TamifyiDg from the centre of the circular one, more sud- 
denly meets the capital on which it rests, and nearly 
forms one side of a pointed arch — ^the whole is richly em- 
bellished witli a variety of Saxon ornaments. 

Entering the church from the west door a range of 
nassiTO Saxon pillars presents itself on each side of the 
nave; these are of the same dimensions in circumference as 
In length, and have ornamented capitals and bases ; the^- 
support an incipient pointed arch, which bears the ap- 
pearance of early Gothic: the whole building seems, 
indeed, to be a collection of architectural essays, with 
respect to the disposition and form both of the essential 
parts and of the subordinate ornaments. The windows 
and arches are some of them short with semicircular heads, 
and some of them immoderately long and terminating lil^e 
a lance. The capitals and bases of the columns alter- 
nately vary in their form as well as in their ornaments : 
the same circumstance is observable in the ribs of the 
arches, especially in the north and south aisles, some of 
them being plain, others profusely embellished, and indif- 
ferent styles, even within the same arch. Here we see 
almost every kind of Saxon and Norman ornament — the 
chevron, the billet, the hatched, the pellet, the fret, the 
Indented, the oubule, and the wavy, all executed in a 
superior manner. The vaulting of the nave or west end 
was evidently made by the second founder Beaufort, 
whose arms, together with those of Wykeham and of the 
Hospital, are seen in the centre. Between two of the 
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THE HOSPITAL OF ST. CROSS. 

psaderous pillmn in the Dave stands the font, which, from 
ill workmanship, appears to be of the same date with 
tbe western part of the building; it is ornamented with 
flowers and round-headed arches. Near the font, within 
tbe wall of the church, is a tomb composed of a cinquefoil 
srch, supported by short columns ; it was probably erected 
sbont the middle of the thirteenth century i the canopy 
is adorned with crockets and a finial. Looking towards 
tlie east end, the chancel presents a rich specimen of the 
intersecting circular arch, which has been before alluded 
^0. This part of the church is paved with white marble: 
^ each side o'f the high altar are rich screens of Gothic 
*^ire-work caryed in stone, and handsomely ornamented, 
Oo each side of tiie chancel, divided from it by the screen, 
is ao aisle or chapel, in which are the remains of the two 
side altars ; these chapels exhibit an intermixture of dif- 
'^ereot styles of architecture : the windows are circular 
with a broad band of zigzag ; the groining of the rooft is 
ornamented in a similar manner, and springs from slender 
clustered columns, attached to which in the chapel on 
the north side, which we have represented, are brackets^ 
and an elegant piscina supported by grotesque infantine 
figures. The transcepts are lighted by large circular 
windows, with several bands of varied zigzag ; between 
the indentures of the outer row are figures representing 
therubs. 

Other remarlcable things within the church are, the 
carved figures of illustrious scripture personages over the 



siicteeii staTIs in the choir, wlHcb, %y the 'rty1« of llie 
design and workmanship, appear iof>e of Ihe ipeign «f 
Henry VII. $ the ancient mcmum^tal bras8,«tan4ing nnder 
the tower, to the memory of John de Campd«n,the frieni 
of Wykeham ; and the modem raural monument of Wol- 
fran Cornwall, formerly speaker -of the house of conmNMB. 
There is likewise flome carious painted glass in-lhe.gw«t 
west window, placed there at the expense ofthe master, 
Z>r. Lockman i this consists of -ancient 6|>;«ires of saints, 
and of modern stained g1as9, containing Ihe arms of -his 
majesty, the prince of Wales, and other branches of the 
royal family, as likewise of the Hospital itself, and Ib 
the open qaatrefoii over the door, the arms and ioitialt 
ofthe said master. Dr. Lockman. We must not forget to 
mention that there is, in different parts of the pavemeBt, 
agreat quantity of glazed tiles, called and supposed to 
be Roman, though upon some of them we clearly see t-be 
hatched and other-Saxon ornaments, and upon otbers the 
English roooosyllables Have tnynde^ in the common black 
better of the fifteenth century, which brings the use ef 
•these tiles almost down to our own age. 
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RYEGATE CASTLE, 

This CaiUe stood on the north side of the town, behind 
the principal street. Of rts ancient liistory we know but 
Hltle, and of its original foundation still less. The slender 
accoonts of it that ha?e reached our times, ascribe its 
origin to some of the earlier earls of barren and Surry. 
Certain it is, that udder the earls of Warren here was a 
castle of considerable note, which seems to have been one 
of the capital seats of their barony in England. Ifilliam 
earl of Warren, who possessed it in iting Joho^s time, is 
the first of 'bis family spcrken of by Dogdale as Ifae pro- 
prietor, who, however, acltnnwledges his title to it to 
have been derived from his earliest ancestors. 

The site of this structure is now the property of lord 
Somers. It fs an eminence, surrounded by a ditch of 
comiderable breadth and depth on the south and west 
sides. On the summit of the hill, which contains an area 
of an acre and thirty-eight poles, and is formed into a 
lawn of a tery fine turf, is erected a summer apartment. 
In a taste corresponding with the original design of the 
>pot; and, on the east side, without the ditch, is a gate- 
way of the antique form, with the following inscription 
over it : 



AYEGATE CASTLE. 

. NE. . 
Wiiri comitis Warren 
Veleris hig'iuce loci iocolas 
Fidique libertatum nostrarum Yindicis 

MEHORIA 

Temporum. injuria 
com ipso Castello 

INTERCIDERET 

Propriis R. B. impensis 

H. S. £. 

Anno MoccLXXTii. 

In the centre of the area is the entrance, by a flight of 
ateps covered with a small building of a p^rramidical form, 
to the depth of eighteen feet, and in a suitable style, and 
then regularly, without steps, twenty-six feet more, and 
the whole length 235 feet, into a cave or room 123 feet 
long, thirteen wide, and eleven high to the crown of the 
arch ; in one part of which is a crypt of near fifty yards 
in length, with a seat of stone at the end, which extended 
the whole length of the room on both sides. This cave 
served probably the different purposes of its lords, as a 
repository for their treasures and military stores, and a 
place of safe custody for their prisoners. The arch is 
broken and the cavity stopped, which is supposed to have 
made a private communication with the town. In 1803 
a spur of an extraordinary size was found here at the 
depth of three feet in the ground. 
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THE ABBEY GATE, ABINGDON, 

BERKS. 

The town of Abiogdon was called by the Saxons Sen* 
kesfaaiD, Shoevesham, or Seovechesham ; but after the 
Abbey was fonnded here by king Cissa and Heane his 
nephew, it gradaally dropped its ancient name, and began 
to assnme that of Abandun, and Abbingdon, i. e. the 
town of the Abbey; and Kenwlo, who governed the West 
Saxons after Cissa, gave the town as an endowment for 
the Abbey, and ordered that It should be called Aben* 
don, Dugdale, in his Monasticon, observes, *^ There 
were twelve mansions about 'this monastery at first, and 
sa many chapels, inhabited by twelve monks, without any 
cloister, but shut in with a high wall, none being allowed 
to go oat without great necessity, and the abbot's leave. 
No woman ever entered the same, and none dwelt there 
bvt (he twelve monks and the abbot. They wore black 
iuibits and lay on sackcloth, never eating flesh unless In 
tfangerous illness." In the reign of Alfred the monastery 
was destroyed by the Danes, and lay in ruins till the year 
954, when, through the cunning poFicy of Dunstan, who, 
to promote his own schemes, was endeavouring to fill the 
i^iogdom with Benedictine institutions, and the persua- 
sions of Ethel wold, afterwards bishop of Winchester, king 
Edgar restored it to some portion of its ancient magnifi- 

c 



TBI ABBBT OATS| ABIHGDOH* 

ceoce. Ethel wold, who was appointed abbot, enlarged the 
bvildincs, erected the Abbey charch. and embellished it 
with many costly ornaments : succeeding abbots increased 
its splendour, and, soon ajfteir,the..conquest, its wealth and 
grandeur is supposed to ha?e been equal to any similar 
foundation io' the, kingd^iQ. ^bout this tim^ the bui\din^ 
appear to h^ye undergone maiiy alteratjonsi tli^ church, 
was partly^ rebuilt by Fabrjciu^, wh^^ied m 11^. Tbe^ 
centra^ tower, the body of tb^ church, apd the wpt front , ^ 
wi^h its towers, itpf^ ejected by fq^r succee^jog abbots. 
At thp d^splution, this splendid /ajbric, together, with all ^ 
the. monastic .buildingSi^ except the Gate^hopisey ^^icli. ^^. 
sincebeen converte4 in^o a jail, were destroyed. The 
reyeniiei^were rated at nearly «fS0pOj»er annum. 

The Gate- house, which, witji a little care, might be 
made an ornament to the town^ is ^t present in amost dcs 
piorabl^e state, of oocleaniips $ pa^^he(|. an(| barrica<f oed.^ 
for the opprobrious i^nrposes of imprisonment^. The most . 
inter^ting part of this election ^s a riqh, canopy, contaiur 
inn^ th^ remains of a statue, wh|ch appears to have.be^a^ 
of .ezcflleot sculpture. 

This Abbey was the burial place of many lilustrioiia 
persons. The remains of Cissa weie Interred within its 
walls : Geoifery.of Monmouth,, St. Vincent, Sidemanoe^ 
bishop of Crediton, and Robert D'Oily, were among the, 
eminent chi^rafiters whose hones were here committed to. 
the silent tomb. The relief of Ed ward, the Martyr w^r^^ 
also, according to Lelandf preserTcd ii^ thif( fabric* 



. • 'I 






I..- 















J." 



/ 



-■ (. . 



.'* 



BKwiMLSm 

TMr Ohvrdi of St NIdwiBi, iHiicfe itudsliy'tM ibbey 

gttle, waft errcteA in the- latter prnii of tbe-twdftk ceo^ 

tarj'by Nicholat, abbtft of AbtngMir, foi* ihtv^ of tie 

to w iU 'H itaow'&BordiDsry^bttfiMiDgvezhibttliif fdifeel^ 

aay^thiiv of iteorigMt coaftfructioA; ezceptf nl* tbi& 

w«ftttTir'dObr,*wAich to atcariooftteliciyf Ahglo-Noniuul 

a#chHeHiif«i Tbto' to retekrkablo for hth^ the' dour 

-tiifltto^' wbifch' the>iilhabltalkt»iif AbfngdDii,anfAM by 

■saiM «f the tcbofon aad' towmiUeil of Oilbrd,- gMnHT a« . 

aattaaceiilto the Abbey, wbere tbey comihltted the mbiC 

dffcadfttl oatmgesi of wbith tB^Tollowln^'aecovnt ocfeaM 

tO'f trChronide.**' la the year ISVfi on kfShndky^ abovt 

Bhifer, aH the tA^v^m^o* of AbMgAoa'aataibled In St. 

Hctea*! tharcb, to-tafce-eofioKl abo^kt'the oMinttibn of 

the market and stalto, which timetiat of mind belonged ta 

'the abbey ; io which meeting they thundered ont threats 

of spoil and death agaioBt the monks, of which they were 

-informed by some who bore them good will. On the neit 

Wednesday the insurgents assembled together in the tame 

- charch of St. Helen at midnight, and after laying their plan, 

at the break of day went to the guildhall, newly erected 

4by the monks, and destroyed it \ and thence, intending to 
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ST. HICH0LA8 CHURCH, ABXITGDON. 

commit an ootra|[e on the Abbey, tbey went to the Church 
of St. Nicholas, the gate of which they bumf; but 
whilst they were doing it, certain seculars, deputed to 
defend the jnonastery, fell upon and pat them to flight, 
making some prisoners. The Abingdooians, mortified at 
their loss, sent privately to the commonalty of Oxford to 
desire their help, who, with some idle scholars, readily 
joined them i and, after raTaging tn their way the manor 
of Northcote,.beloaging to the abbey, entered the to wo of 
Abingdon, and going to the abbey gate, gave insulting and 
base language, threw stones, shot arrows, and set fire to 
the gate, and .finally entered into the abbey through the 
church of St. Nicholas, freed the malefoctors confined in 
the abbey prison, and, burning the inner and outer gates 
of the abbey, admitted the rabble; who, entering the 
Church, killed and maltreated the monks, then assem- 
bled before the altar, whilst the abbot and some others 
escaped by fording the river i after this, they burnt the 
charters, and stripped the church and the treasury of all 
the plate. The total damage done amounted to af 40,000— 
an enormous torn for these times." . 
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CALDER ABBEY, 

CUMBERLAND. 

Tbcsb beaotifal but Broall remaim stand In a •ecl«de<l^ 
valley, through which rnos the Gaidar, a imall rivulety 
that derives its name from falling down the Caldfell or 
Coldfell, an appellation truly congenial with the uioun- 
tain's dreary aspect. 

This abbey was founded by Ranulph, earl of Chester 
and Cumberland, about 1134, and belonging to that severe 
order of ecclesiastics the Ctetercians. At the dissolution, it 
was granted to Thomas Leigh, LL.D. and passed through 
various hands, till it came into the possession of J. T. S^n- 
bouse, esq. a gentleman of genuine classic taste, whose 
elegant villa is erected contiguous to the ruin, the preser-* 
vation of which has been strictly observed, without dis- 
figuring its venerable appearance by modem innovations : 
the pleasure grounds being planted wkh forest trees, in a 
judicious style of landscape gardening, embosom the ivy- 
dad trails in pleasing sechistoo. How uninteresting would 
the modernized temple, the ftimsy pavillion, or the 
feshionaUe obelisk appear, if put in competition witb 
these mouldering vestiges of ancient magnificence t 

I'he tower of the Abbey church was supported by 
clustered pillars sustaining pointed arches v these are the 



CALDBK ABBBT* 

principal remalm of thit once elegant stractare, which , 
though but of imaU dimewioM, wai evidently built io 
the collegiate fotip^ The anises Mi^t separated the Bide 
aisles from the body of the church are in part remalnin^y. 
and finely mantled ^ith iyy ; fwiofi liU\t of the cloisters 
may yet be traced, and numerous Tcstiges of ancient 
wal^tuir nenaip, iMongih insa4y iqjuwi k9 the corrAdio^, 
^andAf tiimr» 

r-rrr-T— rwhoie grAdoal l»uc|i 

ila» mojvl^^r'id ioto h^^y inasy a lower. 
Which when it frown*d with all Mi h^lUffffilti 
ir#s oaly i^hU. >, If AiQR. 
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This Charcb if much celebrated for its siogiilBrity 4ttd 
MdOviky, iU m at le^ k> re^^rtb \%e Wod^ '6V nave, 
%Mc1i is eiitfrdy kroinik^^e'd 'bf V^^^; \lie Mik Sitiilg 
fifrtiie^ ot tUe ti^iiVs 'of tlb^^lt t?ee& ^Vt AV sA'wii asi^V. 
a^r ; ^lAsse ^re Wt '^H|h\ ^V61e lo '^acl^ 6ther, Wd let 
Ut&ksiniuiA V^ate^ 4t tfae t6^ \!iey are fastened witft 
^otfd'eii ^ibi : 6ft m soBth stdfe tWei^ ^re ^i|:^Veeii, twl 
of tft^ bieidig sqnaVeft tot ddor pbitS, Ifrbrtn i^l^lcli projecA 
ft pok-clk 1 db tbe iAihli ^fdie itveitty-biie '^nli^i^^ ^&d ive 
squared, besides two yacanties f\M iip with plaster* 
The ^esk end t^ btiiU bgiUt b^ ft ft'dkfilre^ t'oWer, from 
%hicli risei a s)^ife of the kk^e ttAterlaiM it tHe easl 
is a chancel of brick : both sidH iire sbfebgtiienea by 
buttresses, which, with the roof, chancel, tower, and 
spire, are of a later date than the body of the Church, 
the length of which is twenty-nine feet nine inches, the^ 
width fourteen feet, and the height, to the junction of the 
roof, five feet six inches. 

This rough and unpolished fabric is supposed to have 
been first erected as a sort of shrine for the reception of 
the corpse of king Edmund, on its return from London, 
whither it had been conveyed to Bury, in Bufibik, by. 



OKEEH8TED «HURCR. 

bishop AUwio^ to aToid the sacrilege of the rapadoii9> 
Tarkell, the Danish chief. Id a MS. cited in the Monas- 
ticoD, and intituled^ ** Refistniin caenobii Sancti £d- 
mandi," is a sentence in Latin thus translated : ** This^ 
body was likewise entertained at Anngre, where a 
wooden chapel^ erected to his memory, remains to this 
day." 

The parish of Aongre, or Ongar^ aiyoins Greensted, 
and the ancient road from London to Bury lay through 
01d*ford» Abridge^ Stapleford, Greensted, Dunmow» 
9nd Clare. It seems therefore not improbable, that the 
ancient part of Greensted Church was first a shrine of 
St. Edmund, and in process of time^ with proper additions, 
rendered useful as parochial, as we find by Newcourt, 
that Simon Feyerell succeeded John Lodet as rector of 
Greensted, near Ongar, in 1328. 

Not far from the Church is Greensted Hall, a neat 
modem boildiqg. This estate was formerly included ia 
the honour of Glocester. 
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GLASTONBURY CROSS, 

SOMERSETSHIRE. 

Gi«A8TONBURY lies 10 a low manby coaDtry, nearly five 
miles south from Wells, and io the ^reat road from that 
city to Exeter, It principally coosisis of two streetn,. 
the chief of which ram from east to west, where stood 
the market Cross, which was a large aod curious stmcture 
of its kind, but falling to decay, has lately been taken 
down. The shaft in the centre ran throogh the roof, and 
was surmounted by a naked figure ; the columns at each 
angle of the Cross were clustered, and the gables had pin- 
nacles rising from them of unusual shape. In diffierent 
parts of the Cross were carved armorial bearings; among 
these were the arms of R. Beere, the last abbot but one of 
Glastonbury, who died in the year 1524. The George inn, 
io the Higl» Street, was formerly an hospital for the enter- 
tainment of pilgrims resorting to the shrine of St. Joseph 
of Arimathea, and to those other religious relics, which 
drew such a number of itinerant devotees to this hallowed 
spot. This house was given, A. D. 149Q, by abbot Sel wood, 
together with two closes on the north side thereof,, to the 
then chamberlain of the abbey. The front of the house is 
very cyriously ornamented with arms, niches, and entabla- 
tures, and is seen in the annexed View. Under this house- 



GLAfTOKBDEY GEOIft. 

if a Tault which leadt to the abbey, so low that a man must 
cnwl on his knees to pass it ^ but there are benches, or 
little narrow pltfees, 1o fest tUe elbtfUrson, In order to ease 
the luiees. It comes out into a large Taulted place, used for 
a cellar, and, after fltboat five or sis paces, turns aside to 
the right into another passage, high enough for a man to 
mAk vpHgM ; iMs pluMge liabtfutfiv^ office patHMug^ 
Mid lesMOs to alflglit o? stepte wMdi condutted prfVardy Vo 
4lie aM>ot^s chambet. 

In flie place lof thepotter^ tod^ge w)u erected ^ g^Mtt 
INnSHng Ivovse, the owner of trliitft, to llie liai dMMnfry, 
^led down an M maMHe^pfecie, aiih placed [it fti t^ 
vtreet, whett k lay Vmr scvM^l yeats. tte Was bM^ 
«flH-ed rtire« s)iintngs for it, bat bh pricv bein^ tbrire 
^billings and fomrpencc, iht bbrgalfi wiks dMliiied{ at 
leogtb bto dangbter, having occasfob to bntM b stnall 
cbaniber, directed tfaemantbs-piete to be sawtod itoto pieces 
fbr stairs ; when, tn a private hole, which bad biecnpttr- 
posety made In it, was fbimd near a bondr^ plecH tif 
gold, of the time of Richard It. and £dward tit. oftbb 
ralae of about eleven shillings each. 

The town of Olastonbttry comprcbendk twb parishes 
<the patronage of both formerly belonged to the abbey), 
fit. John Baptist and St. Benedict, which, within thei^ 
preehicts, contain near 400 houses. 
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WENLOGK PRIORY^ 

T«i« fMHttttery WM to early i1ai«8 «Allei WionScai, Ml* 
aaerwards Moc%« W-entocfc, «r W«ok>ek M hm, iMd 1r- 
Mtiuitcd octtr fi tow« of Ifie mkme wmm, atkent ten 
BiUei- 8«ttlli-cait 9i Shrewsbury. lis ifit firaoAer H 
said to have been MiHMirf^y dsM^b^%r to kin^ Her* 
wald, wbo-efeeted aad eadowed it to ilie year €80, pve- 
Md as-abbew over il^aad at bor death was baried here. . 
The moBasCery was dcttreyed by (he Danes^ aad restored-* 
by Leofrie, earl of Chester,^ fa the relun of Edward the 
C^fessor \ bat again faltiog to deeay, and befog forsaken^. 
It was rebaiit aad^adowed in the foarteeath year of WH* 
llam the Conqueror;, aeeordiag to some aathors by 
Roger de Moolgomery, earl of Aropdely Chichester, and ^ 
Shrewsbary ; but others attribate lt« restoration to 
Warin, eaVl of Shrewsbury. The rofoander placed^ 
therein a prior and monies of tboCluniae order, and-dedl* 
cated It to St. MUburga. It was surrendered in the- 
twenty-sixth of Henry VIII* by John ' Cussage, then<^ 
prior, who liad a pension allowed him of £S0 per 
annum, 

. Of the buildings which remain, some have been^i 
fitted upas a dwelUng-honsey^ and others couTortai iotO' 



WBKLOCK PKIORT* 

OBt offices for a iaroi : oear the dweUiDg-hoiise ves- 
tiges of the cloisters are still to be seen. The church 
was io the form of a cross: part of its walls are now 
standing; those particularly at the southern end of the 
transcept are pretty entire. At the extremity of the 
church are seen the remains of a chapel ; the entrance 
into it lies under three circular arches, adorned with the 
zigzag ornament. The pillars which support these arches 
are so far buried, that the architraves appear but just 
above the ground ; the bottom of the south aisle of the 
church is converted into a stable I 

These interestiug remains are situated in a small bot^ 
torn, having the town of Wenlock on the west, and are 
surrounded on all sides by gently-rising grounds. 

The monastery and manor of Wenlock, soon after the 
dissolution, came into the possession of Thomas Lawley, 
esq. and, by marriage with a Lawley, it devolved to Ro- 
bert Bertie, esq. of the Ancaster family ; and from him 
passed into the family of the Gages. Sir John Wynne 
bought it of lord viscount Gage, and devised it to his 
kinsman, ^ir Watkin William Wyone^ whose* sou is the 
present proprietor.. 
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LAYCOCK CROSS, 

WILTSHIRE. 

This Cross is evidently of considerable antiquity, and 
remains nearly in its original state, consisting of a ^shafl 
elevated on six tier of steps, and stands near tbe centre 
of the small town of Laycock, which is in the hundred of 
Chippenham. Three miles from Corsham house is Lay- 
cock Abbey, belonging to the Shrewsbury family, situ- 
ated at the eastern extremity of the village. The man- 
sion and its adjuncts, from the entrance gate, form a very 
pleasing picture. A Gothic building, with an irregular 
but elegant front, situated in a wide and fertile flat, 
planted with venerable trees, among which winds the 
Avon, yet an infant stream, leading its bumble waters to 
the right of the house, under a small old stone bridge, 
vrith pointed arches, the whole backed by distant hills 
richly wooded. Here was formerly a nunnery, founded 
by £la, countess of Salisbury, in 1242. Laycock Abbey 
still preserves almost entire Several members of the ori- 
ginal building, such as its north and east fronts, cloisters, 
chapter house, vestry, with some remains of the church. 
The dormitory also is shewn : according to a tradition 
in tbe family, one of the nuns condemned to this cheerless 



LA.TCOCK CEOtS. 

ftbode^ exaipemted to desperation, precipitated berMlf 
^firom tlie parapet, choosing liberty or death. 

The dwelling, room are.neitlier-elegant in their formt 

nor In their contents i a few portraits scattered tbroagh 
ithem bring back the reoollectloa-to the ancient renown 
^of the Talbot flunilj. The hall, however, is noble, and 

<worth]r. of at ten tion m^ f s tic^in diiiinsioosy.Jnit in- III 
<pf0llpttl«Ht{ and^cwiow in 4t»<docoffa(ieM« . 
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BONT IN ST. MICHAfiL'S^GHfJMSH, 

Ta^ Qharch of St, M^cb««l' foriii«,tlie eattexn^Mf Pf &« 
tqfu^rc. of the same miin^y aod • ii . an anneal j aa^.cpHMH ^ 
biLiUiog. Itc<iD#isi8of,a,iiaYe, chaaul, aiid,ii44i aiilM*. 
wit(i A low. tower rbiag from,l|e cfolfc^ and -fipUkcd by 
a^ loCty .aiul w^Uproppilionf d.oclasooal jp|vf • Qa cack-. 
Bijle. of the. west wio<|ow,the Sayoa. maiaary of .the «fi* 
g^l fropt is still diKernible-i ia the eastern freafc^t^' 
s^e. masonry is.al8o.visib}e9 together :wUhfa,fnig|BeBt4if 
a^ small aii^nlnJ' cplamo^ ao4 a ^portion of the- bUleted/ 
moaldtpg-^ bai; what .princ^peUy attracts jthe«iitle«llen of- 
t^e sa|4qiiJ|.ry is , the. canous . Font, coataiaed. in thia> 
Qhnrch I a fall description of which haviflg,])ef a given by^ 
sir H,. £^ Eoglefield* in his <* Wa||( throagh 8oatha«ploo>*' 
Vehafe^iaken the liberty to ejLtract it^ 

•« The Foat^ consists of a. block, of black nwrble; 
three feet four incites sqiiate and. one foot six inclieft-dec^p^*' 
supported in its centre by a cylinder of the same material, 
ornamented with horizontal rings, so as much to resemble 
a barrel, and at each angle by a plain pillar of white 
stone, one foot six inches high and about six inches dia* 
meter. The whole stands on another marble block of 
aboat three feet square and about seven inches deep, out 



TOUT IN 8T. MICHAEL^S CHURCH. 

•of which are cut bases for the small columns, comistiog of 
« flat ring on a lar§;e round cushion : these rest on a plain 
square plinth of about three inches high ; a plain leaf 
falls from the bases of the columns on each angle of the 
plinth. The top stone is excavated into an hemispherical 
basin, two feet six inches diameter, round which runs a 
scroll of foliage of very rude execution, but not ill de- 
signed; and the angles are filled withao imitation of the 
ancient ornament, now generally called the honeysuckle. 
The sides of the Font, of which three only are now visible, 
as the Font stands against the wall, are each divided into 
three circular compartments, with a sort of winged mi- 
Dotaur in each, something like a griffin, except one, which 
has an angel in a long robe of linen, covered with a 
shorter tunic; his hands are folded on his heart, aiid 
round his head is the nimbus or glory ; behind his shoul- 
ders' are two wings, which reach to his feet. These sides 
are one foot one inch and a half deep ; the remaining four 
inches and a half of the thickness of the block slope away 
to the central cylinder in a sort of fluting or broad leaves, 
now much defaced. The workmanship of the whole is in 
the very modest style of Saxon sculpture.'* 
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THORNTON ABBElf. OR THORNTON 

COLLEGE, 

LINCOLNSHIRE. 

M&. T. EsPiK, of Lontb, in Liocolmhire, has favonrdl 
«9 with the following accoant of this Abhey ; and to his 
able pencil we are principally indebted for the drawings 
from which' the accompanying Plates are engraved. 

That peninsula in Yorkshire denominated Holdemess, 
was given by William the Conqueror to Drugo de Bnerer, 
a Fleming, on whom he also bestowed his niece in mar- 
riage ; but this inhnmafn lord, having destroyed his consort 
by poison, fled from his possession^, and was succeeded in 
bis estates and titles by Stephen Fitz«Odo, lord of Albe- 
marie, in Normandy. On the death of Stephen, his son 
'William, sumamed Le Gross, obtained possession of his 
estates, established or enriched several religious houses, 
and among the rest founded Thornton monastery, in Lin-' 
colnshire, in the year 1139, as a priory of black canons, 
and dedicated it to the Blessed Virgin t he died in 1180, 
and is supposed to have been buried here. The esta-^ 
blisbment was at first governed by one Richard, a prior, 
w4io^ together with the monks, were introduced from the 

D 



THOaNTOll A.BBBY* 

monastery of Kirkbam. As a priory It contiooed but a 
short period i for ha?iqg been endowed witb many liberal 
grants from its founder, and otiier bieneiactors, it soon 
began, to, asmoke souie.4f^e^pf ^of^eqp^i^,), a^^ Jf^obard 
had the satisfaction of fiqdiqg lifmself advanced to the 
dignity of abbot by pope Eugeneus III. in 1148* 

The possessions of this Abbey, were confirmed by 
Richard I. ; and pope Celestine III. granted its inha- 
l^itants exemption from |he payment o^ cer^in titJIet 
^f cattjie. Th^ ailvowson of tJie A^bey, together villi 
^ the landi ao4 poss^ioos oyf (he earl, of AUMmrJe* 
escheated to l^wwd L i. and £dwaid.UL iathe sixth 
year of his reign, granted, by advice of his prelates and 
barons in parUament, thai th0 said abbot should not be 
obliged to attorn to any in. case a grant of the said 
a4v<>^son should be made. This abbot waft thenefone to. 
^Id all. the lands and possessions Immediately of £dp- 
w<ard III. and in ca^e a^y grant was made of the ad^ 
Towspn, he w^s not to h^cat^c suifftct to the grantee, 
Vut lM>ld it by a previons and superior title $ i, e. i;wne- 
4i<|tely from the crown* 

X19 1541 Henry YIII. took a journey into (be Jiocth, 
oi| pi^e;ice of quelling some discontents amoqg hisjul^ 
JjectSy but more particularly to have an interview witk 
his nephew, tiie young king of Scotland, at York} la 
this, however, he was disappointed. On bis return with 
l|i8 queen and retinue, be crossed the Humber from Hall 
to Barrowy in Lincoloskirey and honoured the Abbey of 
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Thotntoii wltli a ceremoniow Tisit i ihe whole mooafterf 
eame out io lolemn proceMioa to meet the royal gnetti, 
and smoptDoasly entertained theiti fbr leteral inccesslfe 
dayi : ihh might probably be a ikilAiI maiMeuTre of the 
abbot io evade that impendiog itoftt which threatened 
destmcti'on to his own, as well as every other monastic 
iostitiftioa in the kingdom i nor did it entirely lose Its 
effect ; Ibr Henry appears (o have had some little degree 
of compttnctiott^ on reflecting upon tlie flattering Attention 
here paid hlor; and though at the dlMOlntion its suppres- 
sion took place with the rest, the greater part of its re- 
Tenoes were preserved for the endowment of a college, 
which was establfshed at this place fbr a dean and pre- 
bendaries, to the honoar of the Holy and undivided Tri- 
nity. This college, however, was of very short ducatiooi 
it experienced a total soppressioa by Edward TI. ia 
1547, and was granted la exchange to the bishop of Lin- 
coln ; its members, however, were not left entirely des- 
titnte of support ; for, according to Willis, nineteen of 
them, were allowed pensions in 155S« 

At the dissolution it was valued, according to Dug* 
dale, at ,£594 : 17 : 10; and £^S0 : 17 : 2 by Speed. Dug- 
dale and Tanner have preserved the following list of itt^ 
Abbots^ 
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THORHTOM ABBBT# 

FromDugdale. Continued by Tanneiv 

Richard 1 148 Thomas Gresham . . 1S63 , 

Phillip 1158 Wm. Mutton (elder) 1S9S 

Thomas IHS Geffry Barton 1422 

John Benton 1184 John Hoton 1439 

Jordan dcViUa.... 1203 William MuUon .. 1443 

Richard de Villa.. 1223 William Medley .. 1473 

Robert 1245 John Beverley 1492 

William Lyncoln.. 125T John Louth 15IT 

Walter Hotoft .... 1273 John More 1626 

Thomas de Ponte.. 1290 

From the present'remains it may justly be concluded, 
that it once exhibited very ^reat magniecence as well as 
strength: it originally consisted of an extensWe qua- 
drangle nearly approaching to a square, surrounded by a 
deep ditch and an exceeding high rampart ; thus it was 
admirably adapted as a place of defence against piratical 
plunderers, to whose ravages its contiguity with the 
Humber and German Ocean perhaps often exposed it. 

The gate-house, which formed the western and pro- 
bably the only entrance^ is tolerable entire, truly ma- 
jestic, and well calculated for defensive operations. The 
entrance road crossing the ditch is flanked by cemented 
brick walls, with fourteen loop-holed recesses on each side ; 
these support broad embattled parapets, now covered 
with yegetation, and terminate with two strong round 
towers* once crowned with frowning battlements, but now 
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THO^RNTON ABBET. 

softened into beauty by creeping eyergreens : between tbeso 
towenwas once a drawbridge, which formed the lint seca- 
rity. The grand entrance arch is in a good state of preserya- 
tion, over which is a parapet about four feet broad ; asmall 
doorway opens upon this path which leads to a little cell, 
probably the watchman's lodge : this entrance was made 
almost impregnable by an immense portcullis; the grooves 
it once occupied remain as perfect as ever, but the timber 
is gone to decay ; at the other end are the mouldering 
remnants of two ponderous doors pendant on their massy 
hioges. -The vaulting i§ ornamented with elegant rib- 
work springing from fluted bracket imposts, the intersec- 
tions embossed with flower-work and figures. The face of 
this entrance, towards the west, presents a formidable 
upect, six embattled turrets majestically rise to the sum- 
mit; the two immediately connected with the entrance 
arch are octangular until they reach the parapet, when 
they take an hexagonal form, and have archways for the 
sake of communication ; above these arches they again 
assume their octagonal shape, and so continue to the top. 
The next two form the boundaries of the parapet ; these 
are also octagonal, but those that terminate the cuds of 
the building are of a circular construction. Over the 
S&teway, between the two middle turrets, are three long 
uiches; in the lower part of each of these stands a statue 
under an enriched canopy : the centre one appears to have 
a regal crown suspended above his head ; the figure on bis 
fight is partly in armour, with his hands upon his breast ;„ 



TVORNTON ABBST* 

that on hU left bis miired^ witb « pastoral staffs uha^e 
thcfe, and uaier other florid caaopiet, havo beea three 
smaller figures, two of which stm reoMMi aad seew In the 
attilQde of prayer. Betikeeii these tarrclsaad tbo adjol»- 
ii^ are two other s|a|l|aif niches with the same sort of 
caoopiesy. whic^ doahtless once eoataioed four statncss 
one only has escaped tho ravages of time. 

The greater part of this building is brickv but the 
ornamental parts and some of the turrets are of stone, 
their embattled tops were probably of the latter mate- 
rials; but these have chiefly fallen to the ground. 

What does not fade? The tower that long had stood 
Tbe.crusb of thunder and the warring winds, 
Shook by the slow but sure destroyer. Time, 
Now haogs ia doubtful ruips o'er its base. 

AnMSTaoNo. 

Above the gateway fo a spacious room, denominated 
the refectory, ascended by a winding stone staircase ; the 
window giving light from the east, exhibits the remains of 
masterly workmanship, and the arch separating it from 
the room is equally fine : at one corner of this window 
is a beautiful piscina. Another room has evidently ex- 
isted above this i two very large half'l^ngth corbel figures, 
that once supported the middle beams, have escaped time's 
ruthless hand i their distorted countenances bespeak the 
heavy harden they once supported i but the sculptor has 
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TJiid%)ftoir k^ntt. 

t 

tBOeKfoated ko iXiMate tbe sillfeHii^ of bMj by lA^!- 
ously p]acii% a cosbion upoo h\i t/^tjntfden. 

At a coiiftfiderable distance bsiai 6f tbe eiftraniee itandi 
tbe rain of tbe cbarcb, conshttng of ab elegant ctastered 
coltttnii and a t»obited reeesr, relieV^Ji witb thirel-y i tbi« 
is pArtly br^kett doirn : below tbe 6pehbag it a very targe 
bat plain pfscfbil. These revhAlnkf inconsiderable as tbey 
are, afbrd a cbbvincing proof tbat the whole w^ ft 
straetnre of superior elegaiicey and tbe fonndatton, if bich 
may in leveral places be traced, bears sufficient etldenc)^ 
that it was of tery extensive dimensions. 

The octagonal chapter- botise was united to tbe 
south p^rt of the church { lb fcide measures' exactly 
eighteen feet, ahd consequently its diameter was about 
forty-three feet and a half: from the remains of one 
of its ponderous buttresses, it is probable that the roof 
was supported without a centre pillar. The ent^nce 
was from the West, and appeal's to hlivie communicated 
with tbe end of a cloister ; but the ruins In this part are 
scarcely sufficient to substantiate the coi^jectnre; It is 
evident, however, from Its connection with the ch&rcb, 
that fbtar of its sides were completely closed ; and most 
probably the whole of the other four admitted the Ifgbt i 
ft was highly decorated, the pointed recesses are finely 
ramified, and the open windows were unquestionably of 
^rrespdndiog beauty : along each side was an elegant 
ircade of pointed arches^ whose heads are filled with 



XaORNTOir ABBEY. 

trefoil and qoatrefail tracery wark, aod whose iflipoit» 
consist of foliated braclLCts. 

A little to the south of these ruios stood the abbot's 
lodgings, once the residence of Edward Skinner, esq. 
who married Ann^ daughter of sir William Went worthy 
brother to the unfortunate earl of Stafford : he and his 
family, with lady Eliza Wentwortb, widow of sir Wil- 
liam, lie interred in the neighbouring church of Grozhill. 

In the Harleian MS. the arms of Mortimer in three 
shields, having between the two uppermost a pastoral 
staff, are said to have been the arms of this Abbey. This 
indicates that the site once belonged to that family^ which 
possession might probably be obtained by the daughter of 
Roger earl Mortimer, being married to Stephen le Gross » 
a descendant of the founder. 

Edward duke of York, grandson of Edward III. 
had a grant of the patronage of Thornton Abbey. 

Thornton was also part of the estate of Henry 
Percy, fourth lord Alnwick and first earl of N art hum- 

< 

berland, who was slain on Brambam-moor, near Hasle- 
wood, Feb. 29, 1407-8, after asbarp fight with the forces 
of Henry IV. ; his head, white with age, was cut off 
and sent to London, with that of lord Bardolf, who died 
of his wounds, after being made prisoner: it was there 
set upon the bridge on a pole, his body was divided 
into four parts, whereof one was placed upon a gate. at 
Mndon, another at Lincoln, a third at Berwick upoa 
Tweed, and the fourth at Newcastle upon Tyne $ but in 
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TMOAHTOir ABBBT* 

Mt^y following t^ey were all taken down, and, by the 
kiiig'8 special preeept, delivered to his friends to be so* 
leninly barfed in consecrated groond. 

Collins in his Peerage reports, that Thornton wa» 
afterwards possessed by Henry,, the second earl, son of 
Hotspur, who, in the thirty*thrrd of Henry V I. on the 
breaking out of the civil wars l>etween the houses of York 
and Iiancaster, gratefully remembering the good offices 
and favours conferred on him by Henry Y. continued 
loyal to his son Heory YL and was a stout assertor of 
the Ijaacastrian interest. He was present with the king at 
Greenwich, on February the 5th, 1454, and being one 
of the lords of his council, advised the setting at liberty 
Bdmund Beaufort, duke of Somerset, who had been im- 
prisoned in tbeTower for more than a year, for his oppo- 
sition to Richard duke of York, who, when it was made 
known to hiro, retired in disgust to Wales, in order to 
raise forces there,, and soon after advanced towards Lon- 
don with a formidable army. Tlie king being informed 
of his success, met him at St. Alban's, where bis army 
was defeated and himself made prisoner, May 25, 1455. 
In this engagement the duke of Somerset was slain, and 
near bim fell the lieroic earl of Northumberland, who was 
buried in the abbey church of St. Alban's, v^ith many 
other noblemen of the Lancastrian party. 

At length it came into the possession of the Skinner 
family, from whom it was purchased by sir R. Sutton, 
bart. ia whose family it continued several years, during 



tHOBITTON ABBST* 

wUdi period it raitalmd th« loA of a ytrlkliig tetare i a 
Doble aveaiie of venerable treet, wlifch exteaML fhim ilte 
gateway nearly to the renaitai of tbe cbwreb. t^lie site 
of tliU AMiey a^ioins the parish of Thornton Ciirtts, dis* 
taot aboat five miles from Barton, and for soaie years 
was ia possession of the Aimily of sir R. SuttoB, bart* 
The present proprietor, G. Uppleby, esq. is a person of 
considerable taste } he has reserved a private room or 
two for occasional retreat, and takes great pleasure I* 
preserving the remains of this venerable pile*—- Here in 
sweet retirement the mind may Indulge in meditatflkg apon 
the instability of snblaoary greatness, and contemplate, 
with secret eaiotion, the wrechs of ostentations grandeur* 
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THUNDBRSLfiY, 

ESSBX. 

TflowDBRftLBY » tbe lait parish Id the baadrcd of Baiw 
stable, abtttting on the east upon tfaat of Rochford, and 
la two miles aa^ a qiiarter watb-weflt by west frofli the 
town of Raykigh. 

There Is another parish io this county nearly of the 
same name; viz. Thnoderley, pow anited to Wimbish, ia 
the hundred of Utlesford. 

In Edward tbe Confessor's reign, Godric, one of the 
king's thanes, was owner of this lordship i which, at the 
time of tbe survey, was part of Suene's large possessions ; 
afterwards it was divided into these two manon, Thnn- 
dersley and Busches. 

Tbe manor-hoBse stands about half a mile north from 
the church $ upon the forfeiture of Henry de Essex, con* 
stable to Henry II. and hereditary standard-bearer, who, 
for throwing down the standard in a battle with the 
Welsh, in 1163, which occasioned the defeat of the Eng- 
lish, was deprived of all his estates, this manor cootU 
noed to be vested in the crown. In 1553, Edward YI. 
granted it to Susan Tonge, widow of Thomas Tonge,. 
Clarencieuz, and her heirs. Queen Mary I. to whom 
the above-named Susaa was first lady of the- bedchamber,. 



THUNDSRBLBr. 

ratified the grant of this mBaor» addtog the advowsoo of 
the benefice. 

The church is dedicated to St. Peter, and appears 
to have been erected about the time that the Norman 
circular arch was giving way Ut the Gothic, or pointed 
style* It consists of a body, chancel, and two aisles; the 
body is divided from the aisles by four massive pillars on 
eaeh Aide, with ornamented capitals, from which sprini^ 
pointed arches. This building is very small, and stand* 
upon a considerable eminence, commanding beautiful* 
prospects over the adjoining country, the Thames' river,- 
and the Kentish shores. 
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CERNE ABBEY, 

DORSETSHIRE. 

Cerke 18 a Bmall town, pleasantly situated in a valley 
watered by the river Cerne, from wlilch the town derives 
its name. This place is only remarkable on account of the 
remains of its Abbey, which, according to various authori- 
ties, wiis founded by St. Augostine, who,* in his zeal for the 
conversion of the Saxons, is said to have Yisited these parts* 
^' Among the MSS. at the public library, Cambridge, 
formerly belo|iging to bishop Moore, is one of very high 
antiquity, supposed to have been the property of Cerne 
Abbey. It Includes a collection of lessons and prayers, 
written in the ancient Saxon character; and in several 
leaves inserted in the beginning, contains, according to the 
custom of those ages, particulars relating to the Abbe)'. 
It begins with grants and indulgences to the faithful visit- 
ing and offering up their devotions at the several altars 
here, as likewise accounts of the respective dedications, 
lists of the Abbey possessions, and various other particu- 
lars. This house was surrendered bv the abbot and six- 
teen monks in 1539, when it was valued at a£5l5 : 17 : 10}." 
At this time few remains of this splendid Abbey are 
existing : of the church no vestiges are to be seen; some 
idea, however, may be formed of its magnificence, by the 
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•flmmber of altan and cbantrlei recorded as belonging to it. 
The gatelioiiie if the principal fiagment, l>eing still in 
tolerable preaerratioa i it coMisti of a stately square 
embattled tower of tbree stories. In tbe lower room are 
two escutcheons, cooteiaing the arms of tbe monastery 
and those of Richard earl of Cornwall* 

Other relics of tha Abbey are a taurge stone barn, 
«npport«d by bottrases, standii^ at a si»U distance ffom 
ike gatehonse i traces of the aaeient parl( and gardens, 
which are kn^wa by the name of Bcaavoir i and north 
«f these a large square aresi with doabla baoh* and an 
^oatfiff' ditch. 
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REMAINS OF A ROMAN SCULPTURED 

STONE, 

RBSCKNOCESMIRB. 

This relic, which is called Maen y Morwyhion, •r 
Maiden Stone, stands in a lane on the right side near the 
hedge, passing from Brecon to the Gaer farm : it is in height 
six feet six inches, two feet nine inches broad, and about 
five inches thick ; the sculpture upon it is much defaced : 
it represents a Roman citizen and bis wife, each having 
an arm over the other's shoulder; underneath the figures 
is an inscription nearly illegible. The stone is fixed in the 
ground, in the same situation that it is supposed to have 
occupied for many centuries, excepting its having been 
once disturbed, some few years back, in hopes of making 
discoveries, but without the least success. 

** By an entry" (observes Mr, Jones, in his interest- 
ing History of Brecknockshire, lately published), ** in 
the hand writing of the reverend Henry Thomas, late of 
Slwch, rector of Llandevailog, in this county, in an edi- 
tion of Gibson's Camden, now in the possession of the 
reverend Doctor Griffiths of Brecknock, it is stated thai 
the inscription was 

ALANCINA CIVIS, 

et conjunx ejus 

H S est 



KIKAIN8 OF ▲ ROMAK SCULPTURED 8TONB. 

That b,** adds Mr. Thomas, <* as I take it. Hie SepuUus 
€»t,** The remains ef the inscription on the Stone is indi- 
cattve of greater length than the above, as given by the 
rev. Mr. Thomas { and Mr. Jones is of opinion, that it 
contained not only (he names of the Roman citizen and his 
wife, bat also the description of their residence, and other 
particulars* 
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BRITISH ANTIQUITIES, 

WILTSHIRE. 

The following interesting Letter on British Antiqui- 
ties has been contributed by the Rev. £. Ddke, F. A. S*. 

" BIBS, ** Lake House, Amesbury, Wilts. 

'* The Urn, of which I have sent joa a Drawing 
(vide Plate I.), was foand in a Barr9w on my estate at 
Lake, near Amesbory, opened by me in the month of Sep- 
tember, 1806. Theadmeasurement of the diameter of this 
Barrow at the base was forty-eight feet nine inches ; its 
elevation was three feet three incites. The Barrow is of 
a finely-tamed bowl shape, and is composed of vegetable 
earth, taken oiffrom the surface of the snrronnding ground. 
Nearly in its centre was found this Urn, which, for its 
perfect state and elegance of its contour, when considered 
as an ancient British Urn, may be pronounced fully equal,' 
and perhaps superior, to any yet discovered. The men- 
suration of the Urn, and of the fragments of urns (vide 
Plate II.), may be seen by the accompanying scalej It 
was placed with its mouth downwards, and, when turned 
up, was found to be filled with human bones, reduced to 
small fragments and ashes by a strong fire. The Urn itself 
appears not to have been sitirpngly baked, and not impro- 
bably was only hardened by being placed within a sur- 
rounding fire : this supposition maybe supported from the, 
circumstance t|iat, when found, it was covered externally 
with soot. This Barrow contained no other deposit; 
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**• Yo« will now permit me to make a few general 
obwrratioDS on the Barrows in this part of the kingdom, 
and on their contents.— Ston eh en ge, near this place^ 
whether considered as an erection for a place of religions 
worship (which is most probable), for a court of judica- 
ture, for a funereal mominieat, or for astronomical pur- 
poses, which different hypotheses haye been maintained, 
mtLy yet be fiilly considered, is generally believed, and, 
I think, may be satisfactorily proved to be a con^trac* 
tion of the ancient Britons { and the surrounding Ba^ 
rows may be regarded as the sepnlcbres of the chie^ 
taios, and their famiUes» of this aboriginal race. On 
the opening of some Barrows, very near to Stonehenge 
itself, by Mr. Cuunington +, chippings of the stones were 
found dispersedly in them, which circumstance most fully 
proves their connection; and the thickly surround ii^ 
sepulchral tumuli argue strongly in favour of the hypo- 
thesis, that Stonebeqge was erected as a religions place 
of worship. 

'* The contents of these Barrows are very various, 
bat no Roman antiquities of any kind are to be found ia 
them ; we may then regard the most modem of these lu- 
nnli to be of the age of 1800 or 2000 3'ears t but from their 
great numbers, and apparently greater antiquity of some of 

t " Great numbers of the Barrows have been investigated by my 
ingeniotts friend, Mr. Cunnington, of Heytesbury, for sir R. C. Hoare, 
who is now engaged in* most interesting work on the Antlqaities of 
this comty*'* 
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t^en, and tlieif coatestty whea comparad wUb otWrt, 
it is impossible to coiu«etara the lemote period of tte 
erection of the earliest of theai) since, if tkey ate^ 
as is Bost probable, tbosepaMMt of the chieftains aad 
tbeif fiunilles ahtu^ aiaay centaries, it is reasooable to 
Mppose, mast have elapsed between tbe eiectloaof tiia 
eariiest and the latest raised of tbese tamuli ; this aifii* 
nient may well iodace as to re^ their era to the Celtic 
BritooB, a ra«e, whose raaoaers> &g. were probably far 
diverse from those of tbeir saccessors^ tbe Belgm, w1m> are 
descrM>ed by Caosar and other anthers* The Barrows con« 
taia, accordifi|^ as tbey possess the remains of eitber sex, 
aepalchral urns, spear*heads of a mixed metal, stoae celts, 
Aiflt arfow* beads, bone iostrnmeats (vide Plate III.) bends 
of amber (vide Plate IV.), jet, glass, and stofle, aod many 
other articles. The amber beads were originally, and are 
now internally, wholly of a deep red colonr, sacb as is 
BOW very difficult, if not impossible, to obtain ; exteiw 
imily, from chemical decomposition arising from moisture, 
#r from some other anlmown cause, tbe mode of tbe 
agency of which, even were the cause known, it might 
be difficult to explain, the amber has totally lost its co* 
loar, and presents to the eye an external opaque coating 
of a yellowish colour; this cause, whatever it may be, 
pervades in its eifect the perforation throughout the bead 
itself. It may not be improper to add, that the figure bf 
tbe bead (Plate IV.) presenting the appearance of tbe 
divided half of a spherical bead, is entire, being heni* 

b9 
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ipherical «Hily with Iti perforation pBMin^ tbroogli io a 
€mne in and oat on Its plane side ; when originally 
stmi^, the convex side of this species of l>ead was con- 
seqaently placed oatwards. The bone instraments and 
the amiier l>eads are represented of their real sixe. 
As iron is never found, it proves that the use of it 
was then unluiown; gold ornaments are sometimes, but 
▼ery rarely discovered, and from the great tenuity of 
the plate of this metal, it appears that it was extremely 
scarce amongst them ; the plates, of whatever form, whe- 
ther plane or convex, it may be inferred from a slender 
lapping over of the metal on the under side, were originally 
strengthened by corresponding plates of wood ; in one or 
two instances small hollow cones, and globes, of the same 
metal, and like thinness, have been found, and which 
even yet have retained within their cayities strengthening 
cones, and bosses, of ebony : these and many other orna- 
ments are too nicely worked to be regarded as having 
been formed by ancient British artists,^ and. may be con- 
sidered as bartered articles from the Phfleniciaos, or 
some other trading people, among whom the arts had 
made considerable progress, and whose vessels may have 
occasionally visited this country. The Urns in general 
appear of a rude form ; some of them have undergone 
the action of strong fire, and others, from the circunt- 
stance that apparently they are -hardened only by ex* 
posure to the beams of the sun, are regarded as the 
more ancient | in general also, the form of the latter is 
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BRITISH AHTIQUITIIS. 

more rode, and the external ornaments are not so well 
done ; the matter of which they are formed, appears 
also to differ; thenrns which are well baked, and whose 
external form and ornaments bespeak a more recent form* 
atioo, are made of a purer clay, but the unbaked urns, 
more rude in form and ornaments, and therefore const* 
dered as the more ancient, are formed from a coarser clay, 
much intermingled with small pebbles and grit. A small 
kind of arn is also Ibond (denomioated by anCiqua* 
ries, for the sake of distinction, drinking cups) which is 
deposited with skeletons ; these are always empty, and 
are generally placed either at the head or feet of the in- 
terred persons. 

*' Yon will now allow me to say a few words on the 
formation of the Barrows ; on the manner in which the 
persons, and various articles, interred in them, are depo* 
sited I and on the method of opening them for the purpose 
of investigation. 

'* The stratum or vegetable soil in this part of the 
kingdom is thin, covering a very compact and deep stra* 
tam of chalk. The smaller Be^rrows are generally formed 
of the vegetable earth, skimmed off from the surface 
of the surrounding ground ; the higher Barrows are for 
the most part increased in height and bulk, by the addi- 
tion of a stratum, of several feet in thickness, of chalk, 
and are usually surmounted by a thin covering of mould. 
The Barrows vary in height, from one or two to fourteen 
feet, and are usually of proportionate diameter. It ap-. 
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pean, on the investlgatioii of the Barrows, tliat the d^ 
posit was sometimes made io a dst, or gra?e, sank into- 
the compact clialk stratuffly which is generally fooad t» 
be abovt live feet in length, three in breadth, aod one or 
two in depth i in a few instances, from the visible remaimr 
of decayed wood around the sides of the cists, it is proved^ 
that the deposits made io them were enclosed In cases of 
wood ; sometimes the deposit appears to have been placed 
on the level soperficies of the ground, and the Barrow 
raised centrically around and over it ; aod at other times a 
discovery of the deposit has been made within the body 
of the Barrow. More often the human bones, ashes^ 
aod whatever articles accompany them, are found in a 
cist ; therefore. In the investigation of a Barrow, although 
a deposit may be found in the higher part of it, yet 
the workmen should always proceed down to its lioor, to 
discover whether or not there be a cist, as discoveriet 
'have been often made both in the higher and lower parts 
of the same Barrow. The persons interred have been 
more often burned, and their ashes deposited, as skele* 
tons have not been so often found i when they are so, 
sometimes not more than one or two are discovered in a 
Barrow, oftentimes a greater number, but rarely so many 
as six or eight i they appear to have been lain within the 
Barrow in the form of posture in which they died, and no 
particular attention to have been paid as to their relative 
position with the cardinal points ; their bones are more 
or less decayed, according as they are deposited within 
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BBITIM AHTIQUITIfifl. 

the moist mortd ww 4ry chalk $ •onetimes they are found 
in the latter in a remarkably fine stale of preservatioe, as 
I have several times seen skalls fully entire, with their 
teeth and ena m el not in the least decayed. 

*'**' Their bones in general prove, that this early race of 
■MO was of the modem statore, and only two instances 
have occurred to me, that any thini^ very particular has 
been observable In them : the first instance was a mostsin- 
{[ular coofoVmatioo of tlie skull of a skeleton fsoad in a 

< 

Barrow opened in the year IBOT ; its great peculiarity 
-consisted in the very short width of the os frontis between 
the superior mar^n of the orbits of the eyes and the co- 
ronal suture, so that, from the very hi^ relative situa- 
tion of the eyes, this person in his life^time must have ap- 
peared to have little or no forehead f the lower vertebra 
•f the back iMMie, or the os coccygis, of the same skeleton, 
vras also protruded backwards to a very extraordinary 
degree: the other instance occurred In a Barrow opened 
last summer, in which several vertebrm of tHe backbond 
of a skeleton were singularly conjoined by an ossification ; 
the bones^of this skeleton were also of an omisual size. 

" The only appearance of system to be found on the 
investigation of these sepulchral tumuli is the fact, that the 
deposit is invariably made in the centre of the circumfe- 
rence,, so that a perpendicular shaft sank from the apex, or 
supreme point, of the Barrow, and of a size proportionate 
io that of the Barrow, rarely fails of bringing to light 
ks contents. 
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" There are often fauod dlipencdly in the Barrowa 
boim or anlmali, inch ufrasnenti of ■!■(•' honta, boraea* 
teclb, fotrb' bonei, &c. Iheie are fbuod in loalt qnsalilleo 
on)j, and are probably Mme remahM of aoinala lacrlaced 
toltae manea of thedelanct U tbelloM of iotcrmeiiU I 
haic tn my powetilon Maie fragmeoli of ilagi' konm 
foood in a Barrow opened by me in 1806, of m large a 
liae, (hat lliey romt hate belonged Id mme i|keclci now 
extinct in tbe>e blandi, probably ibe moete deer. 

" I muilnoncoDcladelbiiioiv letter with obwrfillK, 
In anwer to tfaoie } who srge Iho Inutility oF Imeallga- 
tioiN of tlili nalnre, that, allhough inch retearchet from 
tbe detached naioro of the docnmenli cannat be made tfae 
baili of ijilem, yet the; dlicoTcr to oi tbe atate of the 
aril amoDgit a people lahabiting our coDDlry at a very 
remote period, and develape id hi Ibe modea ofiepBllnre 
DWdeuieof by them; olyecta, ibeatlainEneDtoflheknow- 
kdge of whicb ii rarely InlerealiDg to an inquialtlTe mind, 
which li Dioaiiy more gratifled In it* acquliltlon* of the 
diicoTery of focli before rarroonded vilh difficnlliea, pr«- 
■enling effectual ImptdinwDli loexpUiiatiou, OEeoveioped 
iolhemiitaof Urae. 

" Youra, flw. EDWARD DUKE." 
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SHREWSBURY, 

SHROPSHIRE. 

Shrewsbury ia situated nearly in the centre, and is the 
ancient capital of the county of Shropshire. It is built 
upon two bills, the ground gently sloping to the ri?er 
Severn, and is of considerable extent, occupying almost 
the whole of the peninsula on which it stands. 

The town is nearly surrounded by a range of hand- 
some houses, which have gardens opening to the fields, 
and command from the windows delightful views of 
the adjacent country. Attached to the western side is a 
promenade, called the Qaarry i it occupies a meadow of 
about twenty acres — an avenue of lime trees, above 500 
yards in length, follows the meanderings of the stream, 
and forms the principal walk, which Is connected with 
the town by three others, shaded also with trees. On the 
opposite bank of the Severn, which rises abruptly, stands 
the house of industry, which is a handsome building; the 
ground about it is adorned with plantations, that give 
it a picturesque and pleasing appearance. On the town 
side, the new church of St, Chad and a number of good 
houses are seen among the trees ; and in the distance ap- 
pears the ancient spires of the other parochial churches. 
The prospects from every side of the town, over a rich and 
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wetl-caltWated country, adorned with nitmeroos reacfae» 
•f the Severn, which \a here rapid and wide, are perhaps 
of the kind no^ inferior to any in England. 

Shrewsbury it lapposed to have been founded by the 
Britons about the fifth century, as a place of defence from 
the Saxons, for which purpose it was well adapted, on 
aceonnt of its natural advantages $ but these ferocious in> 
vaders finally prerailtng, the Brlton» were compeUcd to 
abandon this place, and retire to the mountains of Mont- 
gomeryshire, where they long maintained tbeir independ- 
ence. After the Norman Conquest, Shrewsbury, witb 
nearly the whole county besides, and 150 manors in dif- 
fisrent parts of the kingdom, were given to Roger de 
Montgomery, who was created by the Conqueror earl of 
Shrewsbury, Arundel, and Chichester. This earl fixed 
his seat at "Shrewsbury, where he erected a castle for bis 
defence, and founded the abbey of St. Peter and St. Paul^ 
as a pious offering to Heaven for the success of his arms. 

Our limits preclude us from entering upon the parti- 
cular history ofthis celebrated town ; some curious remains- 
of its ancient buildings will probably be attended to in a 
subsequent part of this work.^*The hill seen in tl)e dis- 
tance of the annexed View is the Caradoc, about twelve 
miles from Shrewsbury ; it is near Watling Street, and 
has evident remains of British fortification. ' 
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TWYWELL CHURCH, 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 

^' Tu I WELL A, or Twywell, is a village in the hundred 
of Huzloe. It is bounded on the north by Slipton, Isliss, 
and Lufwick, on the east and soulh by Woodford, on the 
west by Cranford, and is about three miles and a half 
from Thrapston. At the general Survey, three hides 
wanting one virgate and a half in Tuiwella were in the 
hands of the abbot of Tbomey. This estate was valued 
at 10«. The possessions in Twywell, which belonged to 
Thomey abbey, were confirmed to the convent in 1162 by 
pope Alexander III. In the reign of Henry II. they 
were held by Albericns, the king's chamberlain, by the 
annual payment of s£6, who also held here lands of the 
fee of earl David, and one great virgate of the fee of the 
abbot of Burgh. 

The successor of Albericus was sir Robert de Yere, 
his second son, who held of the monks of Thorney, by 
the like yearly payment, the same lands which had been 
possessed by his father. Tn the twenty-fourth year of 
Henry III. he levied a fine of half a virgate of land 
here; and by inquisition taken in this reign, was certified 
to hold in Slipton and Twywell halfa knight*s fee, of the 
honour of Huntingdon, of Ralph Morin, who held it of 



TWYWELL CHURCH* 

Henry de Hastings. In the twenty- fourth of Edward I. 
the abbot of Tborney held two parts of the township of 
Twywcll of the king 4a frank-almeiB)' and John deVere 
half a knight's fee in Twywell and Slipton of the heir of 
Baldwin Vere.- In the nintlryear of £dwairdai. the ali- 
bot of Thorney, the master of St. John^s Hospital, and 
John de Lewkener^' were lords «f TWywell and lFts> mtmr-' 
bers. In theihird of Edward 111. the abbbt of Thornej 
brought his action against John Daundelin for thereeo-^ 
very of six acre»of wood in Twyw«ll, as-the'Ttghtof^the 
sakl abbey. The same year Hugh de Witlmc^ford, on 
wbomthe roaner of Twywell bad been sett led' by Kobsrl: 
de Vere, wa» reqiMred by writ of qao nmtranid to shew 
cause why he pretended -to have view of frank-<pledg<i iii> 
this his 'manor, and toll of salt of all who passed through 
hisdeni^ines wilhr it for sale, which pifivile^ be claimed' 
as IflinRmorfaUy pertatning'to the said-inarior. 

After the dissolution of the m«}nasteHes this manor 
was given in the thirty-fifth of Herfry VIII. to William^ 
lord Par. Being resumed by the crown, certain lands* 
and tenements' belonging to the late' abbey -of Tborney 
were granted to Robert earl of Leicester,' in'tlie'sixteenth' 
year of queen Eiieabetb; and the year folio wing^ the 
manor aqd advowsen of the rectory were gi veto to Jobn 
Dudley and John Ayscenghe, in exchange for lands 
witbin the isle of Shepey. 

Beside the above-mentioned manor, there was ain)» 
thcr in Twywell, which in the eighth of Richard II. was 
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'TWYWE^LL CHURCH. 

In the bands of Richard de Walgraye, who then ob« 
taioed licence of f^ee warren in it. By a fine IcTiedln 
the eighteenth year of Henry Y I. sir Richard Walgra^re, 
knight, settled this manor on Richard Walgra?e his son^ 
Alice his wife, and the heirs of their bodies: which 
Richard dying without issae in the thirty-first of the same 
reigo, left Alice his wife in possesSiooi and Thomas Wai* 
grave, his brother and heir, seized of the reversion of it. 
By the inquisition then taken it was certified to be held 
of the abbot of Ramsey. In the eighteenth year of Ed- 
ward ly. on the decease of Alice *Walgrave, it came to 
William Walgrave, son of Thomas, brother and heirof the 
said Richard Walgrave. From this gentleman it came, in 
the nineteenth of Henry YIII. to George Wal^rave his 
son, who left it at his death, in the next year, to William 
his son and soccessor, by whom a fine was levied of it In 
the twenty* fourth of this reign.*' 

The Church, which i» dedicated to St. Nicholas, 
consists of a body and sonth aisle, and possesses traces of 
considerable -antiquity, but has lately suffered under the 
hands of a busy and injudicious churchwarden, who has 
occasioned the exterior to be scraped and chiselled over, 
so as to destroy the picturesque effect of moss-covered 
walls, and to give it a modern air, inconsistent with its 
style of architecture. Probably by this innovation some of 
the slighter ornaments have been obliterated $ but, by an 
extraordinary instance ^f good fortune, the south door has 
escaped untouched, and the north one ivitb a very gentle 



.. mge of Cromw^H, lo cutting ©ff all the 
wbick teiihed tbc wooden corbel* of tfce 



^ ppscknen of tlie early 

^_, tbe two nl^ding* of chevron work. 

^ rl^t a^gfeo to eaeh other, have a rich and bapp7 
cffiEct r the whc^e of this arch it ie a very perfect state, 
exceptins- the head, which projects from tbc keystone, 
the upper part of which is broken off or decayed s the 
estiie hoigrbt is ten feet fi»«r inches. The Borik dooecaie 
if a pcry beantiful and ninenlar design » the entrance is 
slioat six Heet hi^ii, and is carried np perpendicularly till 
nitbin about a foot of the top, where It centracts, in 
BooM^oeBce of the prc^ctioo of a carved scroll oa each 
We. Over tfie door is a semlcircalar moulding, oma- 
nented with an embossed cross extending on each side 
Bocb bejond tlie door 9 the space between is iilled with 
eticttlaCed work^, conoposed almost entirely of one stone? 
nmediately over the door i. « «tone of an almost half 
rlindrical form, witk a raised onament sweeping i" 
PPo.ite dircctiomi to the centre— this door is round- 
.aded within. Ide, nearly correspondingwith the exterior 

o --a b"^^^^ *- cii-lded f.om the aUleby 

^t '^tU^U^^ * ^""^ •^"^ ~*t the cbsncel is of 

a» of the nil-.. -.r*^*^*" ^^ *** *"•»'«• »«* *>y **»* "*• 

*»" Which it rests i It is inurrupted 
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TWYWBi«L CHURCH. 

cm the «i«st, before it has coMpleted a semtckdei by a» 
octaigvjar pillar, comidefaUy ktglieff tbaa the pMaalcnK 
At the base of the piHar is the foui, the apper part mi 
which is an octanon and the lower circalar ; the SBnUsst 
diameter is two feet six inches, and. the tieight the noww 

In the chancel within the altar rails is a stone erec- 
tion, which has probably been fbrnerly used osasaeriftirf 
U projects fvon the north wall, and though the ank 
which supports it is a tpgtaeni of a circle, it is apparently 
of BO great antiquity : its height is seven fcet seves incfacf, 
length seven feet. 

There are two basins for holy water in the Charcb, 
one is within the sonth door $ this is of a sii^lar and an- 
cient form, and let into the wall bat a very little way i 
the other is in the chancel, included in an elegant trefoil 
arch on the sooth side : the hollow for holding water is 
very shallow, and radiated from the centre. All the 
windows of the Church are pointed or square, excepting 
two very narrow round- headed ones, one on the north 
fide, the other on the west termination of the south aisle. 
In the south wall on the outside, to the west of the porch, 
if a large semicircular arch, blocl&ed up, but very dis- 
tinct, though level with the surface of the wall. 

The tower is small and low, measuring within but 
eight feet two inches square. About twenty feet from 
the ground there are the remains of four round-headed 
arches, one on each side, which have originally almost 
terminated the tower ; on the outside there is no vestige 



cgamoB. 



.!««- arches, and they havfi probably b««n (ak^l oot 

Ihs wall on raising llie siccpfc, wrf loiertrf lo »* **■ 
m the prt-seni arche., which are of the tame aim«»- 
isM (iiosc which are discernible below theio in **•• 
rIp. This fact is of sonic importance, u It tend« to 
^■elhe great antiquity of the oriBloal building, which 
sroailness and lowncss of the lower U allowed to iodi- 
, a( least ivfaen connected with cerlaio other demon- 
iona of age. The length of thU Cburch, lncladlnR 

hanccl. i» seveoty-.ix feet, breadth of the body mMtA 

ibirty.'tno feet six iacfaea. 
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DARTIN6T0N MANOR HOUSE, 

DEVONSHIRE. 

This baildiog, which is of considerable antiquity, is the 
residence of Arthur Chainpernonney esq. and is reported 
by Mr. Buck, on traditionary evidence, to have been in- 
babited by a community of Knights Templars ; but nei- 
ther Camden, Dugdale, or Tanner, make any allusion to 
such a circumstance. The dwelling-house and other apart- 
ments now used, it is very probable, were the offices to a 
more superb structure, of which the principal portion still 
perfect is the great ball. From the remains of walls, drc 
it appears evident that the original building composed a 
double quadrangle, the two courts being connected by the 
hall, kitchen, buttery, &c. ; behind these, to the left, is a 
large area, surrounded by thick walls, and on one side 
(that directly opposite to the hall) are the remains of a 
long range of building, supported by an arched front. Tbe 
foundations «f various walls were also discovered in dig- 
ging up the area. Of the outer quadrangle, or that sup- 
posed to have been formerly the offices, three sides are 
nearly perfect, 'the central of whieh is now used as the 
dwelling-house. On the left is the great hall and kitchen, 
the latter thirty-five feet square^ having walls of immense 
thickness: the roof is destroyed. The hall is a magni- 

9 . 



OABTIHOTOH M1.H0E HOUSE. 



iceal apwiMcaty lefeDty feet long and forty wide ; the 
roof is of oftky carioasly temed i tlie wiodows are large 
and pointed : the oatslde is eblMittled and strengthened by 
bnttresses. The entrance porch and tower^ also embattled, 
is forty feet high. The dwelllng-hoase is 250 feet long, 
and was formerly divided Into Tarioos distinct tenements, 
cAch room having only one donr, knd that opening imme- 
diately into the air i bat the original baftdlbg has been la 
this part mnch altered. 

Tills estate was granted by the Gonqaerdt to Wlllikm 
de Falalsei afterwards it became the (iropefty of the 
Bfartiasy lords Kiemes, firom whorii, tn the reign of Ed- 
ward II. it passed In marriage to William lord Andel^h. 
On the extinction of this family in the reign of Richard II. 
the manor escheated to the crown, and was given by that 
monarch to his half brother John lord Holland eari of 
Hontlngdon and duke of Exeter. It again reverted to 
thecrowoy and was afterwards purchased by— -^Ail- 
worthy of London, who exchanged It for some lands near 
Exeter with sir Arthur Champernoune, from Whbm th^ 
present possessor inherits it in right of his mother. 
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SANDFORD CASTLE, 

jyORSETSHIRB. 

^AiroronAt or Bandtofoot Oattle, is sHiiated Hboot out 
mile from the tomi of Weymouth. Thfe fortrcH was 
erected by Henry Till, ibr the purpose df defeoHing the 
\omk ftwn the iovaston ^rlridi lie apprehended woitld be 
attempted in comeqoence df tre disagreement tvilh the 
papal see. Its form, according to Leland, was a paral- 
lelogram, its greatest length being from north to south. 
The. walls are mostly cased with squared Portland stone, 
the inner part being iUed up with rdbbish and mortar. 
The north part appears to have been the residence of the 
governor. Before the south front, which is semicircular, 
there was formerly a platform for cannon. At the south 
end is a building, lower, but broader than the Castle, and 
serving to flank its east and west sides, which had each 
embrasures for great guns, and beneath them two tier of 
loopholes for small arms, the lowest almost even with the 
level of the ground ; the whole is surrounded with a deep 
trench, except on the south : the walls are uncommonly 
strong, being in some parts seven yards in thickness. 

The town of Weymouth derives its name from the 
Tiver Wey, near which it stands; it has of late become a 
fiuhiouable resort, since which great improvemeats and 



•AVDFOED CA8TLS. 

ftdditloBi have ben made. Here is a set of elegant 
■enbly rooms, an hotel, and other necessary appendages. 
Almost every spot of land which fronts the sands has been 
engaged for the purpose of erectiiig lodging-houses, the 
views from which are exceedingly pleasant: most of the 
bnildings are so situated as to command interesting pro- 
spects | the honses fronting the bay possess saperior ad- 
vantages, as they are in the immediate vicinity of the 
theatre, public rooms, and libraries. 

The bay forms nearly a «emicirde, making a sweep 
of more than two miles, and is admirably protected from 
the winds by surroanding hills. 
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WINGFIELD MANOR HOUS&, 

DERBYSHIRE. 

The Maoor of Wingfield, or W infield, is sltaated four or 
five mileft to the eastward of the centre of Derbyshire. 
The parish of Wingfield extends beyond the Manor, and 
includes part of the manor of Lea, and the whole manors 
of Upton and' OiLertborpe, in the latter of which stands 
the parish chvrch^ though it bears the name of Wingfield 
chnrch. The parhfa is bounded by the parishes of Pent- 
ridge and AlfretoD on the east, by the parishes of Shir- 
land and Crich on the north, by the parish of Crich on 
the west, and by the parishes of Daflield and Pentridge 
on the sooth ; and contains near 2900 acres of land. 

The lords of Winfield had two parks, the greater of 
which, according to a survey made in the year 1655, con- 
tained' 889- acres, exclnsive of near 100 acres extending 
into Pentridge; and the lesser park, part of which' ex- 
tended into Okerthorpe, appears by the same survey to 
htfve contained 177 acres ; on the border of which, nearest 
to Okerthorpe, are a moat, and other remains of an an- 
cient mansion, said, by tradition, to have been called 
Bakewell Hall : but these parks are now divided into 
fiftrmsfr 



WIlfOnKI.O MANOR BOUSE* 

The early maosioiM of the lords of Winfield (mileso 
ft were at the place already mentioned, called Bakcwell 
Hall) li popposed to have been near to the Peacock ino, 
m the road between Derby and Chesterfield ; but the 
present Maaep BFoiMe, aeeerding^ to Camden, was built 
ibout the year 1440 by Ralph lord Cromwell, in the time 
»f king Henry VI. ThU lord Cromwell was treasurer 
if Englaiid f. and the testimony of Camden that he wa» 
Ike founder, is strongly corroborated by the bags orpursea 
if sfones (alluding to the office of treasurer, which h« 
nied,) carved over the gateway leading intp the ^Mad- 
angle. Bags or purses are mentioned to have hecocafved 
m the manor house of Coly ^Testoa, la NorthamFton- 
hire, augmented by this lord CromweU | and there wcfc 
lUo similar ornaments cxixved in wood, removed about a 
«ntury ago from Wingfield Manor to a house in Crich, 
nc a4;oinifig lordship. 

This seems to have been one of the earliest instances of 
^ZZ^ ^»*drangul«r mansions, which were the cha- 

:^::^VdVey^;"sT^ ^^ ^^-^^ ^"- -^ ^^-^^ ^"'; 

aceeedcd 7fc . S"*"*** «nd r.n«hur«t in Kent » and 

:n?fl;Xu«""v *•"- "^ -'-•> "-"•''■*• *-•* 

e« of ca»tle«. *" ^"*'° «!>« g,loomy MBComAirtabte. 

o««ti:T.;„Vj"Jf ;^-;;j»^^ Wi„gfleldha,not .ho.. 

r. generally dl.tin«,i7hLd .k* '*"'*'"»P*« »f Derbj.bire 
everthelew. boia «--. * * •Uuatlon pftbb House i(, 

•««» HM««tl« r It .taao, «po„ „ excwd- 



WINGFIELD MANOE HOUSl. 

Ip^y H^^P emineace, with the adyaiit^e of beautiful 
prospectB in almost every difectlon. 

Xhis Maoor House consisted of two square conrt^ ; one 
1^1 W^if |^> to the oqrtlp, has beeq built (^n all sides, and 
the south side of it forms the north side of the south court, 
^bich li^ ^Iso raises of buUdiq^ on tlie east and west 
sidles, aqd oo p;|rt of ^he ^outb. The latter co^rt ^eems 
principally to hay^ consisted of offices. The first en- 
traQCj^ is under an arched gateway on the east side of 
tb^ SQu^t^ fo^rt. T^e arch qf this gateway being a 
semicircle, was probably erected subsequent to thf rest 
of tl^ bqildingi from hence the communication wit(i 
the inner coyrt is under an arched eatewi^y in the middle 
of \he porth side of the south ppnrt. Oqe half of this 
range of building leems originally to have been used as a 
hall, which received light through a beautiful ocfa^qn 
window, apd through a range of Gotl^ic windows to the 
south, now broken away, and a correspondent range to 
%he qorth, subsequently altered into twq ranges. This 
part of tlie House was aftjerwards divijed and subdivided 
into several apartments: these have suffered the same 
fate as the noble hall, the magnificence of which their 
erection destroyed. In the other. part of this range 
are the portal, the remains of the chapel, and of the 
great state apartment, lighted by another rich Gothic 
window. No part of the building on the east side of the 
court, except a low ^nrall, now remains. Of the range 



WIirOPIBLO MAVOK HOUSI* 

of buUdim; on the west tide of tbe north court only the 
enter wnll and some broken turrets are left standing. 

In the thirty-third year of the reign of Henry VIII* 
it appears that this Manor was in the possession of tbe 
carb of Shrewsbury i and in the time of queen £lizal>eth 
the earl of Shrewsbury held in his custody here the uafor* 
tnnate Mary queen of Scotland, Her suit of apartments^ 
tradition informs us, was on the west side of the north court* 
This, in the memory of persons now living, was the most 
beautifhl part of the building : it communicated with the 
great tower, frOm whence, it is reported, she had some- 
times an opportunity of seeing the friends approach witb 
whom she held a secret correspondence— this tradition 
appears to be founded on good authority. It is sup« 
posed that her confinement at Wingfield commenced in 
1569, in which year an attempt was made by Leonard 
Dacre to rescue her; after which Elizabeth, becoming 
suspicious of the earl of Shrewsbury, under pretence of 
his lordship's beiqg In an ill state of health, gave direc* 
tlons to the earl of Huntingdon to take the care of tbe 
queen of Scots in Shrewsbury's house i and her train was 
reduced to thirty persons. 

Camden says, ** That in the year 1569 Leonard Da- 
cres contrived a way how to convey the captive queen 
out of the custody, wherein she was kept at 'Whiofield, 
in tbe county of Derby, under the earl of Shrewsbury. 
Northumberland being a partner in tbe plot, discovered 
the same to the dake (Norfolk). But the duke forbad it 



wiNOPiiiiD xahoe aovss* 

to be put in ezecatioo, feariog lest they sboald delWer 
her to the Spaniard for wife, aod hoping ere long to pro* 
ciire queen Elizabeth's consent.*' 

The event here allnded^ to happened the year after 
the queen of Scott was removed- £iom Bokon castle in 
Yorkshire to Tntbary castle in Staffordshire, and placed 
under the care of the earl of Shrewsbnry. It i» reported 
•he was confined nine years at Wingfield Manor i but it Is 
scarcely credible that so large a proportion of the time 
she was in the custody of this noMeman should be spent 
here ; for it is weHloiown that from ISaS-to 1584 she was 
at Buxton, Sheffield', Coventry, Tntbnry, and other 
places, and if her confinement here continued sa long, it 
must have been with many intervals of absence. 

The Manor House of Wiogfield and lordship of Crieh 
continued in the Shrewsbury family, and the former was 
occasionally at least one of their places of residence till 
the death of earl Gilbert, in the year 1616, who dying 
withont male issue, the whole of his immense estates in 
this part of the kingdom descended to his three daughters 
and co-heirs, viz : Mary, married to William, lord Ha* 
bert, earl of Pembroke $ Elizabeth, the wife of Henry. 
Grey, earl of Kent ;. and Aletheia, married to Thomas 
Howard, earl of Arundell and Surry, by whom, or by 
whose descendants the Manor House and the two lordships 
were held in co-partnership, till the hoo. Henry Howard, 
esq. (the second son of the earl of Amndelt and Surry, 
and of lady Aletheia his wife) in the year 1660, sold hift 



UIrd fliMe Q/the n^iior or lor^hip of Cric^» «»4 of tli^ 
levcnJ Bienii^etylaBdB, 9fc. h^Ungmg lo t^e mid m^oor, 
to ADthony Bennet, of Br^ci^enfieUlt in tbe couoty o^ 
Derby, ^eol. aad Rfi^lph Sinit^, of ]|ogiias^o, jn the 
•^ifte coinv^y, ye^v^p, £14^ ibj; 8|^ of ^SSHQ, by whpqi 
Ikic; w^miff v^ iifi^f^mnif 49I4 09^ >» fltftr^^rls |o tt^ differ- 
cm MwmU. Mr. 1411^^4, i^erw«nlB b^cDmiqg fli^l^e 9^ 
If ATfolk^ lA^d ^d cf^ovfycd bU. tbird sbare of t^^ ^H^Qr 
9X V>rd9l>ip. qf ^|itb WwgM4i 4d4 of liU bis v^tsm^g/eff, 
\aiiBlf»i tfccv nUl^iq t||€ wid Miwor of Sou^h, Wiogfield, s^^ 
Ui( baml^t of Q|^f!fthQrpe, in tbe s^ne pafifb, ^ Eya^ 
mel H^ltog, Tbpipas Plat|a, and lificbael WiUisMHsqi^ 
^1 Qf tbetowQ mid pAriili pf Spqtb Wiiig^^ld. 

In ike year 1Q6§, Mr« Eiuaouel Halton reiided ^Lt 
WiQgfifld ^^pr. lie wfif tbe eldest soo of Mjle? Hal- 
lAP, sberif of Cuipl^erliMHl in 1658, and iras iiome time ft 
I tpdepl of Gray's |iui | biit aftc;rwards beiqg employed 
as auditor to Heory du)Le pf Norfolk, be was, through 
tbat coDoectiooy iotrodaced ipto Derbysbire, and spent 
the latter part of bis life, wkM. was de vetted to music 
aud tbe matbematics, »t tbis Hpfi^. lo the Apppeodix to 
Foster's MatbeoiAtipal Miscfllapies are some of bis pieces. 
In the year 1616 he observed an edipsf of tbe suii i^t 
Wiogfield, which was published in tbe Philosophical 
Tcansactioos for that year. ^ingHeld Manor is now in 
the possession of Wiogfield Haltoii, e?q. great grandson 
of the aforesaid Bmanuel, but it is pot inhabited, 

Tbe Halton family reside here ^pwn to the late ppi- 
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vbp chose to buijiil a boiwe ft>f bis revdencf aX Uur 
iwk of {ht l|igh hill uppa wbUb tbo i^f^nioii st^nd^, 
wJburb qQAtUut^. to be iobabited ky bis sob. For thi*^ 
iwrpose k9 9MUe4 dpvo 901) unroofefl part of tbU fiii^ 0I4 
3ioo9e, 80 tli^t ^be ba^ in vbicb thie Bbrewabory i^ripj^ 
and qMarUru9g9 yet rewaia, i> 9Qw% ^y the volui^f Fy ^ 
•f the late possessor, exposed to the eleo^ei|/t|, Thftf^ 
who ate if^H of t^ a^U fU9»lt ^ver rwe| ^hM M^aoge 
ta3te; a taite ffbkh ajso M thft f^wky lo eon^de^tha 
y^lnable ^^S. a»d eorr^pofl^eiwf ^ tbeU phUoi^^hie^ 
ancestor a* 90 v^ph wasfe p%pfrf thoMch 9Pme of tbew 
have sioce beeo rescued ffw the i^^^iiMQUf 4e|tniaiiM| 
to whicb tbey were destined^ Thom|b sojf^e ga^K of i)t%^ 
Manor House have been taken do^o,, and employed by 
the late Mr. Halton for building his house, yet it was con*^ 
siderably injured before this time. During the civil war» 
ki the reign of Charles I. t>eiog possessed by the royal> 
party, it wa» besieged and taken by lord Grey of Groby,. 
and sir John Gell of Hopton, officers in the parliament 
service, who, according to WhHelock, voted them a let* 
ter of thanks for this and other services. The assault 
was begwi on the east side with cannon planted on Pent-- 
ridge Common, and a half-moon battery raised for it»> 
defence in this quarter was soon carried ; but a breach- 
being foaiid Impracticable, the cannon were removed t^ 1^ 
wood 00 the opposite side. They made soch an impres*- 
sion 00 the wall,- that a considerable breach was sooO'- 
opened, and the besieged were compelled immediately to- 



WIlfOPISLb ITAlfOE U0U8V* 

lorrender. Colonel Dalby, who was tbe gOTernor of tile 
place, was killed during; tbe siege. He had disgaised' 
himself in the dress of a common soldier; but being seen 
and known by a deserter^ he was shot by him in the face 
as he was walking in the stables. The hole through 
which he introduced Iris musket may yet be seen near the 
porter's lodge. 

Wingfield Manor House is exceedingly well situated 
for a place of defence | standing, as before observed, upon 
an eminence, whid is steep on every side, excepting to 
the north. In this part it appears to have been greatly 
strengthened by a deep ditch or moat, which was made 
■early acrois the bill. 
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KESTORMAL CASTLE, 

CORNWALL. 

The mills of this once mBgblficent fortress stand upon the 
sommit of a liigh hill within a mile north of the town of 
liestwithiel. It was one of the residences of the earls of 
Cornwall. Richard, king of the Romans, kept his coart 
here : it was likewise the residence of his son Edmund, 
The hill on which It stands is, on the north side, remark* 
ably steep, haying its base washed by the FAwy river ; 
it is covered with wood of varioos kinds, which renders 
the scene remarkably romantic and picturesque. The 
entrance to the Castle is through a square tower, with 
a ruinous arched gateway; this leads into an open area, 
between which and the embattled wall of the ramparts are 
a namber of apartments extending round the whole inside i 
immediately within the entrance to the area are two 
staircases, leading between the rooms and the outer walls 
1o the parapet, which is seven feet higher than the top of 
ihe rampart : the rooms of the upper story were entered 
by a third staircase. This floor communicated with a 
small chapel, which projected nearly to the middle of the 
^tch that surrounds the Castle t from the form of its win- 
dows and gateway, it may be concluded that its erection 
was subsequent to the rest of the building. 



BBSTOKIIAL CASTLE. 

Many rulw of the offices belooglogf to tke Castle are 
visible on its north and east sides, whicli demonstrate it to 
have been of gUtat'l^^cKftt. Thitt Was ftfrmerly a park 
round it, well wooded ; but this, witii several others in the 
coanty, were demoHsfaed by Henry VlII. 
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ST. CLEER'S WELL, 

COR]fffrjLL. 

St. Cleer'4 Well, Which Ib situated libii^ut a quarter 
of a mile from the parish church of that name, appears 
io have been coviered land em:losed within four walls, 
h&ving two wlddow^ 6r oj^eiling^ onie bn each side, 
Bod in front an entrance under two round arches. Of 
the remains of this erection the front is the most perfect, 
though partly covered with ivy i the water which flows 
from the holy spring forms a large pool before it, which 
was surrounded by a low wall, like St. Nun's Well, de- 
scribed by Carew: this was probably used for a *' Bows- 
sening Pool," as in former times it was certainly held by 
our superstitious ancestors as a bath of sovereign virtue. 
The practice of botossening is related by Carew nearly 
as follows : ** The water which runs from the Well fell 
into a square and close walled plot, that might be filled 
to any depth thought necessary. The Insane person was 
made to stand on. the wall with his back towards the 
pool, into which, by a blow on the breast, he was sud- 
denly plunged headlong ; while here a strong fellowe pro- 
vided for the nonce tooke him and tossed him up and 
4own alongst and. athwart the water, until the patient, 
iiy forgoing his strength, had somewltiat forgot his fury. 



ST. CLEIJl't WBLL. 

Then he wai coDveyed to the churchy and certaioe maww 
iiiiif over him, apon which handling, if bis right witi re* 
turned, the patronen of the Well had the thanks t bat if 
there appeared small amendment, he was bowssened againe 
and againe, while there remayned In him any hope of life 
for recovery." Very near to the Well stands a stone cross, 
ornamented with a small portion of rode sealpture, where 
formerly the TOtaries to the Well, who supposed they had 
received benefit from the use of the water, might kneel to 
return thanks, and where a blessing was generally ia* 
plored upon its use. 
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LUDLOW CASTLE, 

SHR OPSHIRE. 

The Castle of Ludlow, immortalized by the first repre- 
sentation of Milton's Comus, and the wrttinj^of the first 
book of Hadibras within its walls, is now a Yast range of 
crumbling ruins. It was built by Roger de Montgomery, 
on a ridge of rocks overlooking the river Conre, about 
the year 1112, in the reign of Plenry I. His son, Robert 
de Belesme, earl of Shrewsbury, forfeited this estate 
by having joined the party of Robert de Courthose, duke 
of Normandy, against the king. It now became a 
princely residence, and remained in the possession of the 
crown at the accession of Stephen, but was nevertheless 
garrisoned, and held out against him by Gervase Pagne, 
the governor, during the contest with the empress Maud. 

It remained in the crown (111 the succeeding reign, 
when Henry II. presented it to his favourite, Fulk Fitz* 
Warine, or de Dinan, to whom succeeded Soccas de 
Diaan$ between whom and Hugh de Mortimer, lord of 
Wigmore, such dissentions arose as at length occasioned 
the seizure of Mortimer, and his confinement in one of the 
towers of this Castle, which to this day is called Morti- 
mer's Tower, from which he was not liberated till he had. 
paid an immense ransom. 

G 



LUDLOW CASTLir* 

Tbto Castle was again in poMessioo of the crown in tlie 
eiglilh year of king Jolin, wlio bestowed it on Philip de 
Albaoi, from whom it descended to the Lacies of Ireland,. 
Ihe last of which iTamily, Walter de Lacy, dying with- 
•ot issue male, left it 10 hil grand- daughter Maud, the 
daughter of his deceased son Edward, and wife of Peter 
de Geneva, or JedfeviUe, a poi^tevin of the bouse of Lof- 
raln, frtftn whose posterity it passed by a daughter io the 
Mortimers, and from them hereditarily to tbfe crown : biit 
fiuriag the contentions between Henry III. and his baron?, 
io the year 1864, it was taken by &imonde Montfort, earl 
of Leicester, the afnbitidtts lead<;r of the confiederate ba» 
rons. In the thirtieth year of Henry VI. it was Inha- 
bited by Richard duke of York, wbb there drew up bifr 
declaration of affected allegiance to the kiug, pretending 
that the army of 10,000 men, which be had raised io the 
Marches of Wales, was ** for the public weale of the 
fealme." The etent of this commotion between tbe 
Royalists and Yorkists, the defeat of Richard's at«- 
tempt, is well known. Tbe Castle of Ludlow, sa3» 
Hale, ** was speyled.'* The kitig's troops seized on what- 
cfver was Yaluable in it ; and, according to Ihe same chfo- 
Bicler, hither '* the king sent the duchess of York, witfi 
ber two younger sons, to be kept in ward, with the duchess 
of Buckingham her sister, where she continued a certaiih 
space." The Castle was soon afterwards possessed by 
£dward duke of York, afterwards king Edward IV^ 
who at that time resided in the neighbouring castle ef 
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Wigm^ffy and wbo, inocderto revenge tlie death of hii 
fj^ther, kad collected some troops ia the Mafcbes, and at- 
ta<-hed the garrison to his caiibe. On his accession to ihfi 
throne, the Castle was put in a state of repair, and a few 
years afterwards made the court of his ^on, the prince 
of Wales; who was sent hither by him, as Hale relates, 
** for justice to he doen in the Marches of Wales, to the 
end that by the authoritie of his presence, the wild 
Welshmenne, and e?iU-disposed personnes should refraine 
from their accustomed mcvrther and outrages." Sir Henry 
Sidney, some years afterwards, observed, ia his slate 
papers, that, since the establishment of the lord president 
and council, the whole country of Wales had been brought 
front their disobedient and barbarous incivility, to a 
civil and obedient condition} and the bordering English 
^CQunties had been freed from those spoils and felonies 
with which the Welch, before this institution, had an- 
noyed them. On the deniise of Edward, his eldest soji 
was iirst proclaimed hiag by the name of Edward V. 
The youpg monarch and hi» brother were, however, soon 
sent for from the Castle by their dissembling uncle Richard, 
who is supposed to have removed these innocent obsta- 
cles to his ambition by the most foul and unnatural 
murder. 

In the reign of Henry VII, his eldest son Arthur 
prince of Wales resided in this Castle, and observed 
here great festivity upon his marriage with Catharine of 
Arragon, daughter to Ferdinand king of Spain. 

g2 



-1.UDLOW CASTLB. 

This fortress being annexed to the principaVrty tyf 
l¥ale», was the Jiabkation appointed for the lords 
•presidents^ who held in it the court of the Marches, 
It would therefore hardly have been supposed that 
•its external splendour should have suffered neglect, if 
.Powell, the Welch historian, had not related, that, 
*' Sir Heary Sidney, who was made lord president 
in 1564, repaired the Castle of Ludlow, which is the 
cheefest house within the Marches, being in great decai, 
as the chapell, the court house, and a faire fonotaine." 
Sir Henry's muuificence.to this stately fabric is more par* 
ticttlarly recorded by T. Churchyard, in an old poem 
<;alled *' The Wortbines of Wales," printed in 157& The 
.chapter is entitled «< The Castle of Ludloe," in which is 
related, that ^' Sir Harry built many things here worthie 
praise and memorie." In one of the state apartments, 
he; mentions a superb escutcheon in stone of the arms of 
prince Arthur; and an empalemeot of St. Andrew's 
cross with prince Arthur's arms, painted in ihe windows 
of the great hall : and in the hall and chambers, be says, 
there was a variety of rich worlcmanship, suitable to so 
magnificent a Castle. 

'' Prince Arthur's armes is there well wrought in stone 
(A worthie worke, that few or none may mend) 
This worke not such, that it may pass alone ; 
For as the tyme did alwaies people send 
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I.1JDLaW CATTLE/ 

Toworld, that might ezcede in wit andspreet^; 
So ■sondrie sorts of works are id that seate, 
That for so tiye a stately pJace is meete f 
. In it besides (tlie worlcs are here unnam'd), 
A^chapell is,. most trim and cosily sure." — 

Sir Hem^ Stdncy caused also many salatary regula- 
tiom to be made in the court* In the ball, or In one. 
of the great chambers, Comus was acted: this took 
place in 1631, wben the ear] of Bridgewater was lord< 
president,.and inhabited it, the principal parts being per* 
formed by his lordship's sons and daughter, in which* 
njasque the Castle was represented in one of the scenes. 
Bat ^* pomp, and feast, and revelry, with mask, and an* 
tique pageantry;" were soon succeeded in liudlow Castle 
by the din of arms ; for during the civil war of Charles I. 
it was for a while kept as a garrison for the king. In the 
Mimroer of 1645, a force of near SOOO horse and foot^ 
drawn together out of the garrisons of Ludlow, Hereford, 
Worcester, and Monmouth, were by a less number of the 
rebels defeated near Ludlow ; and in the following 3'ear 
the Castle was delivered up to the parliament. 

No other remarkable circumstances distinguish the 
history of this place till the court of the Marches was 
abolished, and the lords presidents were discontinued in 
1688. From that period its decay commenced $ it has 
»ince been gradually stripped of its curious and valuable 
ornament*. No longer inhabited by it» noble guardians, 



X.001.0W CAgTI.I» 

it hu fiiHni into aeglect, and neglect has ^cowngtd 
plunder. It if not to be wondered at that thii noble 
Cattle is in decay, when we consider that the inhabitants 
of the neii^hbovrfaood live upon the sale of the materials. 
The Castle is strongly environed by walls of consid^- 
able heif fat and thickness, and fortified with round and 
square towers at irregular distances. The interior apart« 
meats were defended on one side by a deep ditch, cut out 
of tht rock I on the other, by ab almost inaccessible pre- 
cipice overlooking the vale of Corve. It was divided into 
two separate patts; the Castle, properly speaking, in 
which were the palace and lodgings i and the gre^n, or 
out-work. The green takes in a large compass of ground, 
in which were the court of Judicature and records, the 
stdbles, garden, bowling green, and other offices. 
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RUINS AT MOUNT EDGCUMBE> 

DEromBIRE. 

The sal^ect of the accompanying Plate is a welt-known 
object to every person who visits Mount Edgcnmbe, the 
seat of the earl of Mount Edgcumbe. It stands on the 
terrace, and has been fitted up with seats as a resting* 
place. The fragments of antiquity by which it is formed 
were brought from the neighbouring town of Stonehouse 
by the late earl of Mount Edgcombe, and, excepting 
some embattled walls, which are nearly covered with ivy, 
are the only remains of a small religious house, which ii 
unnoticed by any county historian. The arch, which is 
nearly semicircular, recedes, and has on each side remains 
of a niche, having very slender and beautiful pillars; 
this arch is supposed to have been the entrance to a 
chapel ; within it, forming the back of the resting-place, 
is an elegant piscina. From the spot where these inte- 
resting remains are placed, a wide green slope descends 
for a quarter of a mile to the rocky shores of Cawsand 
Bay ; the woods on each side exclude many prospects of 
the headlands, and confine the view entirely to the 
ocean. 

The beautiful peninsula of Mount Edgcumbe, which 
Is approached by crossing the water at the place called 



EVIHS AT MOUKT EDGCXJHBB. 

Cremill Ferry, possesses many rich and pleasing; scenes, 
and presents from the high grounds a singular variety of 
interesting and grand prospects. The house is situated on 
the side of a wooded hill ; from the windows of its north- 
ern and eastern fronts it commands extensive and varie- 
gated prospects of the Hamoaze with its shipping, the 
river Tamar, Plymouth Sound with the island of St. Ni- 
cholas, the town of Plymouth with its citadel. Stone- 
house, Plymouth Dock, and the dockyard ; and of all 
the surrounding country, bounded by elevated hills, of 
which the most prominent are Hengist Down, Brent Tor, 
and other Tors on Dartmoor. 



STONE CROSS, DUNDARY HILL, 

SOMEESETSlflllE. 

Tbb hi)l upon uhirh this Cross is erected commauds q 
sreat ekletit »r cnuiKry, rich in culLivaliou, aod iiiler- 
filing Trom its various olber beauties, 

" The buTiiliag propped iprrad^ Immense aronnil. 

And Enalch'd o'er hill, and dale, and wood, and luup, 

And vrrdani field, and dark'ning healb belween. 

And villages embosoni'd soh i» irecE, 

And spiry loicos by surging fKiumns luarlt'd 

Of household smoke, your ej c i 



Cliflon in the Palli^y rorma a grnnd aad ilriking ol>- 
,jecl, as does Asbtou Cnurl, and Ihi; eipanse of ocean 
whirh bound) Ihe ecimtc. 

The Cross, rruiii Its elevated situation, affords alaiid- 
niark Tor mariners, lis Torm is octangular, andconsits of 
a sbafl, tapering as it ascends i the up[ier part is curionily 
-orruttDcnled, and ncarlj resembles a Innthorni ibis la 
beaded wUh a large sioiie, which is liken iw iculpiured ( 
the bottom of the shaft is sireoglhened by four small but- 
menls. It slanda upon a large basement, irilb bold onitt- 
jBCDled projectioos on four of its sides ( the allcnnte 



tTONB CftOSt, DUNDAftY HILL. 

facei have oblong recesses, filled with a pointed arch aod 
two trefoil heads, having the appearance of a window- 
filled up. 0« each nde of the awHion is a shield i these 
shields probably contained the armorial bearings of the 
founder of the Cross, but they are now so injured by time,, 
that no traces of sculpture can be discerned ; the whole 
rests upon four steps, the lower one having a projecting; 
fillet. 
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BIBURY CHURCH, 

GLOCESTERSHIRE. 

BiBDKT liRfmiJl villa^, pear (he banks of the rWrr 
Colnr, In the hundred of B right tcell'i Barrow. Tbe 
Charch ii dedicated to SI. Mary, and ii a spacious edifice, 
■nppnsed to have been hnilt npnn a former foundation by 
the tnonluof Osney. It eunsislsofa nave, chancel, and 
side siilei, nllh a toner at the north-nest angle) tbe 
Dorlh aikd loutb doon are in the sljle of early Nornian 
architectare i the former i) representpd in the acroinpa- 
oyiog Plate. The arch la ornamenled with two bands of 
Eigzag, BorrouDded by a row oF billet-work ; it rest* 
npoD a moulding richly sculptured, which in supported by 
two columns, wilh ornamented caps i tbe door has a lre> 
foil head. On the north wall was a large painting of 
St. Cbriitopher, now entirely obliterated : according to 
a monkitb legend, the sight of an image of this saint was 
sufficient to preserve the ipectator from violent or sudden 
dekth. 

Bibary fortnerly gave nante to a hundred t tbe manor 
was anciently possessed by the see of Worcester) but 
between the years 11S5 aod IISO it was given to the 
abbey of Osney, In Oifordshire ; after which a contro- 
Tenyarosebetireen the churches of Worcester and Osney, 
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BIBURY CBVRCH. 

relative to its alieoation ; and reference was made txr-popr 
Alexander III. who' deputed the bishop of Exeter to 
determine the dispute; ^hen it was adjudged, " that the* 
said church of Osney should hold aud enjoy for ever the- 
Church of Bibury, with its chapels and all its appur^ 
tenances, saving; in all things the jurisdiction of the dio- 
cesan,, paying therefore yearly in recompeoce 60s, to the- 
church of Worcester, in the name of a cnnon, that the 
bishop should place there one canon at least twenty years- 
eld, and not infamous, who should follow the rule of the 
house,. &c. ; and lastly, that all and singular of the con- 
vent of Osney should offer up the same prayers for tbe- 
bishop of Winchester as they did for tbeir own founders 
and abbots." 
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3CILKHAMPT0N CHURCH, 

CORNWALL. 

KiikKHAMPTON is Situated nearly.at the extremity of 
the county of Cornwall, towards the north of Devonshire. 
This viilag;e is superior in neatness and other agreeable 
circumstances to the generality of Tillages in the county; 
its name is of Saxon -derivation, and signifies the church 
dwelling town. Many places in this part of the country 
have their names compounded of Saxon and Cornish, 
occasioned by the mixture of those ioyaders with the na- 
tives. The barony of Kilkhampton has for many ages 
belonged to the Grenvilles, whose ancient seat called 
Stowe, of which there is at this time no remains, for- 
merly stood, near the yillage. The family of the Gren- 
villes, or de Granvilles, came into this country with 
William the Conqueror, and the Church of Kilk- 
hampton was originally erected by a baron of that 
ancient line, whose sculptured arms are displayed upoi\ 
almost every part of the yenerable fabric. In this 
Church the elegant and pious Hervey conceived his cele- 
brated Meditations among the Tbmbs, which he' com- 
mences with a solemn description of the place. — '* It was 
an ancient pile, reared by hands that ages ago were moul- 
dered into dust, situate in the centre of a large burial 
ground, remote from all the noise and hurry of tumul- 



KILKHAVPTON CHURCH. 

ttaou life. The body spacioos, the structure lofty, the 
whole magniiieeBtly plaio. A row of regular pillars 
eiteoded themselves thro' the midst, and supported 
the roof with simplicity and dignity. The light that 
passed thro' the windows seemed to shed a kind of 
luminoQf obscurity, which gave every object a giave 
«nd mciaiicholy air — the deep sUeoce, added to the 
;gloomy aspect, and both heightened by the loneliness of 
'the place, greatly Increased 4he solemnity of the scene* 
'The neit thing that engaged my attention was the lettered 
tfoor. The pavement, somewhat like Ezekiers roll, was 
written over from one end to tiie other. I soon perceived 
•the comparison to hold good in another respect, and the 
inscriptions to be matter of mourning, lamentation, and 
woe." The same author, as he proceeds, takes notice 
■of an expensive and elaborate monnment to the memory 
of sir Bevil Granville — ** Swords and spears, murdering 
engines and instraments of slaughter, adorn the stone with 
formidable magnificence." Beneath is a tablet with this 
inscription : 

** Thus slain thy valiant ancestor did lie, 
IT hen his one bark a navy did defy ; 
When now encompassed round the victor stood. 
And bath'd his pinnace in his conquering blood, 
Till all bis purple current dry and spent. 
He fell, and made the waves his monument. 
Inhere shall the next fam'd Granville's ashes stand, 
trhy grandtiwe fills the seas, and thitu the land.*' 
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KH-KIIAIirTO* 

Sir BeTil'G chsrarter i> adminiUy drairn by Cla- 
fCDdm \m hit Hiitory of Ibe RebellioK. 

The Boulhrrn ciitrance ts this Chnrrh i> ppcalinrlj 
rich Bud beautirul, and appea.ri argrealer anliqnjly Ihaa 
any alher pari; iLis Ihroagh a MmicircuUr arcb, en- 
riched nilh grotesque head] nod several bands of zigzag 
(onlplure t the arch ii lupporled by three colDmni on 
eacltside, hating capilali dlfferestly aroameMed. Over 
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the eniranre [9 a bIodc brnringlhe date I5ST, witb lbi«. 

appropriarc incrlplion — porta Ctte. Intended perbapi 

la rnrm itae Tolloiving dUlich ; 

Porta cele, ihe gnte a( heaven. 

One Ihousand five hundred and lixtj-seten. 

The font is of Dctaagolar rorni and capacious 1 on M 
diKrent coniiarlaienti are Kalplared the Grenv ilk armi. 
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